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georgiou 
Dear Robyn, 
Could you please publish this letter in 
Semper, along with my apologies for poor 
English expression, spelling and ideas (1 had 
an Interrrupted education you know). 
Firstly thanks to all the people who helped 
me by 
(1) hiding me from the cops 
(2) taking an interest in what was going 
on and helping me by just being 
around, 
(3) giving me donations to help me pay 
my fine and my court costs, 
(4) supporting the actions of myself 
and others last year, and by 
continuing the struggle against the 
Admin, the Govt, the judicial 
system, and the Nazi Party (there's 
no difference you say). 
Thanks must go to-my family, the lawyers, 
Michael and Rosemary, Errol, Jill, Di, Ann, 
Gail, Tuppy, Chris, Margy, Narelle and 
David, the ROC people. RSSA, Michael 
McRobbie and ZORBA, Socialist Union and 
all other Revolutionary Socialists, leftists 
and fellow travellers; Zelman, Sam and 
Bruce, Judge McCrachan, Const O'Gorman, 
the women of Women's College, Kim, Bruce, 
St Lucia Seven, Dicky Shearman and Dicky 
Tarnowski, The Disciplinary Committee, 
Messrs. Mathews, Topley, Sharp, Aspden, 
Lewis, Tully, Jones etc. A special thanks to 
all my witnesses in everything, thanks to the 
witness who spoke against me-to the jury, 
policemen who looked after me during the 
trial, the cook who prepared the food (I'm 
still tumed off cheese sandwiches) Semper, 
photographers, and every other person who 
had anything to do with anything. 
IA special thanks to the people of Vietnam, 
whose struggles have awakened me to the 
I situation in the world and at home, and to 
I ali other oppressed masses in the world and 
I in Australia, May we unite to destroy our 
I common evil-that general term-capitalism. 
must thank myself for still being here and 
not in jail, for retaining my sanity (sic) and 
sense of humour, for persevering with Mitch, 
Jim, Gerry, Ian etc., for people persevering 
with me, and for all you idiots who have 
been stupid enough to have read this letter. 
To all-may the fleas of a thousand camels 
nestle in your beards, crutches and other 
suitable parts (old Cyprlot saying). 
Mark Georglou-sole member Cyprus-
Australian ri.L.F. 
Ed: The appeal is still open. All monies to 
Erroll O'Neill, 22 St Lucia Road, or to 
Semper office. 
black-mail? 
27 March 1971 
Editor, 
Semper Floreat 
Since unlike the capitalist Courier-Mail your 
paper is dedicated to freedom and the 
expression of all shades of opinion I hope 
that you will publish the attached letter in 
full in your next issue. It has already been 
sent to all members of the Staff Association. 
Yours sincerely. 
F. D. O. Fielding. 
27 March 1971 
The Editor, 
Semper Floreat, 
Dear Madam, 
If one of the purposes of a university is to 
permit the free expression of opinion, 
anotiier is the search for tmth. The 
anonymous author of the scurrilous and 
unwarranted attack on the Vice-Chancellor 
which appeared in your March 24 issue so 
patently distorte,d the facts which are easily 
ascertainable, that one can only conclude 
that truth was not a high priority. 
Your correspondent wrote "Over the past 
twelve months, two pay rises have cut into 
university resources: a salary rise for the 
academic staff ($900,000), and a wage rise 
for the non-academic staff ($450,000)." 
This is not correct and misrepresents the 
situation. Rises for academic staff are paid 
for by special supplementary grants from 
Commonwealth and State governments. No 
supplementary grants are made to cover 
non-academic salaries and the money must 
be found from the recurrent funds which 
'were calculated as long ago as 1969 by the 
Australian Universities Commission, If your 
correspondent had said that this distinction 
which is made by Commonwealth and State 
governments is deplorable and unreasonable 
most of the university community and 
probably many of the general public would 
agree with him. To say that the Vice-
-Chancellor is claiming that the wage rises 
have harmed the university is a blatant 
distortion of the facts, and I suspect that 
your correspondent knows this. 
Your correspondent talks about the Vice-
Chancellor's "building spree" both as part of 
some malevolent plot to "execute an 
impressive building programme as soon as 
possible" and as a factor In the shortage of 
funds at the university. The facts are that 
the academic buildings were asked for by the 
University in 1967 and that capital liinds 
virere approved by the Commonwealth 
government in August 1969, both events 
occurring before Professor Cowen was 
appointed as Vice-Chancellor. The university 
was and is in considerable difficulties 
because of inadequate space in which to 
house essential teaching facilities. Any 
Vice-chancellor who had not devoted great 
energy to hasten a building programme 
which had got badly into arrears would have 
deserved trenchant criticism. Your corres-
pondent's attitude is so perverse that one 
must question his motives. 
The building programme, moreover, has no 
effect at all on the finance available for wage 
Increases or other recurrent running costs. It 
is provided separately by statute and can be 
used only for buildings. 
The university collected funds by public 
appeal to buiid a Great Hall several years 
ago. There has been considerable public 
criticism because the Hall has not been built. 
Now that action has been taken at last your 
, correspondent objects. Presumably he is 
against the improvement of university 
facilities. 
One of the terms of the Vice-Chancellor's 
appointment was that the university would 
provide a house for him, and for future 
Vice-Chancellors, The same offer had been 
made to the late Sir Fred Schonell when he 
was appointed, but Sir Fred had a residence 
in Brisbane already. The State government 
made extra funds available for this purpose 
outside the normal grants. Can any reason-
able person advance a valid objection? 
Your correspondent alleges that "radical 
staff members have been dismissed or 
threatened with discipline". Only one 
member has complained to the Staff 
Association. He was a Tutor holding a 
one-year appointment whose appointment 
was not renewed. The Staff Association 
investigated the case carefully and concluded 
that the Appointments Committee which 
appointed another candidate acted solely on 
academic grounds. 
One wonders at the purpose of the use of 
Yiddish words In an article attacking the 
Vice-Chancellor, and a well-known quota-
tion from the Merchant of Venice. Itwill be 
an odd sort of university which is created by 
people who need to stir the embers of latent 
antl-semitism to support their claims. I am 
certain that I express the views of a great 
many staff and students at this university in 
condemning the campaign of distortion of 
facts, personal abuse and innuendo which is 
being mounted against the Vice-Chancellor 
by people whose proclaimed high principles 
are so clearly gainsaid by their activities. 
Yours sincerely, 
Derek Fielding, 
President, University Staff 
Association. 
/ stand by the truth of my article, though^ 
the fact that Derek Fielding has rushed to 
Cowen's defence gives me reason to 
reconsider my judgment that the Cowen-
liberal flirtation is over. It is regretted that 
the necessary brevity of my article, especial-
ly the section on finance, has misled people 
like Fielding. I welcome the opportunity his 
letter gives to expand my argument some-
what 
Fielding's fundamental fallacy Is that he 
relies on a "Bottomless Well" theory of 
government finance-a theory which is never 
tme, and is especially false under the 
inflationary economic conditions which 
presendy obtain. Although university 
finance comes, in the main, from two 
governments and is allocated into particular 
areas by die governments in consultation 
iwith the university, it is nevertheless true to 
maintain that there is a certain finite sum of 
money which the governments are prepared 
to make available to finance the university. 
Any spending in any area reduces this sum 
by exactly the amount spent It is thus 
literally and exactly true that the academic 
staff salary rise reduced university resources 
by $900,000 in 1970. and continues to 
reduce them at the rate of $900,000 per 
annum. 
Let me now specify the point of my 
argument, a point which Fielding has clearly 
missed. All the various projects I cited, as 
well as the wage and ^lary rises have 
coincided with a period of tight government 
finance. The amount of money available to 
the university is correspondingly smaller 
than perhaps it otherwix might have been, 
and if we are to believe Cowen, has been all 
but exhausted. What I find despicable in 
Cowen's position is that he has singled out, 
from all of these factors, the wage rises of 
the non-academic staff, and this is the sole 
factor to which he has consistently attribut-
ed the university's current financial plight 
I have not attacked the university's building 
programme, though I do question Cowen's 
motives in pursuing It with such vigour. I 
have attacked the Great Hall, and would be 
pleased to hear Fielding (or anyone) argue 
that this almost certain white elephant is 
such a pressing and badly needed "improve-
ment of university facilities" that it must be 
built immediately. I have also attacked the 
building of Covyen's house, but it will be 
noted that the attack is made on Cowen, the 
person who could have waived this term of 
his appointment, and not on the university, 
which was bound by it After careful 
investigation of the case, I maintain my 
position that the tutor referred to by 
Fielding was dismissed solely on political 
grounds for, as the jargon goes, his 
appointment was not renewed). 
As for the Yiddish words, certainly this is a 
reference to the fact that Cowen is Semitic. 
Why does Fielding find it necessary to call 
this simple stylistic device at\tVsemitism? If 
Cowen were French, and I had concluded 
with some French words and sentences, 
would he seriously have accused me of 
anti-Gallicism? 
Finally, the anonymity. I mean what I say 
when I refer to Cowen as a thoroughly 
repressive and vindictive man. But lest I 
cause Mr. Fielding any more grey hairs, I 
shall, as they say, sign and be damned. 
Ruth Caplllano. 
disclaimer 
Robyn, 
I completely dissociate myself from the 
cartoon which was In the top righthand 
corner of page 5 of the last issue of Semper 
Floreat. I found it tastless and pointless. I 
would also like it to be known that I was not 
in any way connected with the article on the 
same page. 
Paul Marriott 
lcH*rs cont'd ^% 
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LAWS ON SIT-INS 
By an amendment to the Vagrants, Gaming 
and Other Offences Act, the State Parlia-
ment is providing for penalties of up to $200 
and 6 months jail for illegal sit-ins. Not 
having had an opportunity yet to see the full 
text of the bill, it would be premature to 
comment on its specific provisions, some of 
which have raised concern in various 
circles. 1 
What ought be commented on, however, is 
the necessity of laws to effectively control 
such activity and the illogicality of the 
remarks of the Acting President Bruce 
Dickson. 
Sit-ins are a method employed by a faction 
to get its own way when it has to do so by 
persuasion and the democratic process. 
Essentially it stands for rule by force rather 
than logic. It is anti-democratic, illiberal, and 
a tactic having extremely serious social 
consequences. 
Contrary to what Mr. Dickson says (Courier 
Mail 27/3/71), the new law is not aimed at 
"commonly accepted civil liberties such as 
freedom of assembly" at all. There has never 
been an accepted freedom of assembly in 
someone else's private office contrary to 
that person's wishes. Nor should there be. 
And it is tills that the new law is primarily 
aimed at. 
Mr. Dickson also states that it is aimed at 
repressing "freedom of effective free 
speech". The important word here is 
"effective". Examined in content, what he 
means by this phrase is that people should 
be allowed by law to take action to ensure 
that what they demand will be implemented. 
He doesn't aslc simply that he be allowed to 
speak (a right that Isn't in question under 
this law) but that if people do not agree with 
him, he be allowed to take physical action to 
"persuade" them. This is an absurd demand, 
and to put it bluntly, is fascist in outlook. 
There is at present a lot of opposition to Mr. 
Dickson's handling of the Union. Suppose 
opponents of his sit-in his office and 
declared they wouldn't shift until he 
resigned. 1 am fundamentally opposed to 
this sort of action. But Dickson, if he is to 
be logically consistent, would have to 
concede them a right to do so. 
Would he? 
The result of accepting this as legitimate 
political activity is, of course, chaos. 
Whoever can muster the greatest physical 
force will win. So much for logic and debate. 
1 Ed's note: that part of the Amendment 
Bill relating to sit-ins reads: 
"4A. Entering or remaining in or upon 
buildings, etc., without lawful excuse. (1) 
Any person who, without lawful excuse (the 
proof of which shall be upon him), together 
with others enters or remains in or upon any 
part of a. building or structure, whether 
public or private, or any land occupied or 
used in connexion therewith. Is guilty of an 
offence. 
Penalty: $200 or imprisonment for six 
months. 
(2) Any person who remains in or upon any 
part of a building or structure, or any land 
occupied or used in connexion therewith, 
which part or land is not a public place, and 
has no lawful.excuse for so doing (proof of 
such lawful excuse being upon him) shall, if 
he there-
(a) does any act: or 
(b) uses any language 
which, if done or used by him in a public 
place, would be an offence under this Act or 
any other Act, be guilty of an offence. 
Penalty: $200 or imprisonment for six 
months". 
ON SOURCES 
In recent handouts on the Vietnam issue, 
there has been a tendency by the left to 
dodge an uncomfortable factual point by 
denying the authority of the source-even if 
this source has satisfied dozens of competent 
and respected scholars. There is notiiing 
wrong in querying a particular source, for 
sure, but some evidence ought to be 
produced to indicate its unreliability. Some 
sources may be so vague as to warrant 
scepticism (and incidentially this does not 
include captured Viet Cong documents, 
which are submitted to the International 
Control Commission for verification) but 
where one is dealing with a well-known 
writer, one ought to show that he, or the 
people he works for could not possibly have 
the information they claim, or that they 
have a history of false or grossly misleading 
statements or something of this kind. 
As an example of this, one might recount a 
few facts about Harrison Salisbury, writer 
for the New York Times, and an oft-quoted 
source of the left. 
In 1966 Salisbury gained entry into North 
Vietnam (It might be significent that Hanoi 
had never previously allowed American 
journalists in). On his return he wrote in 
articles syndicated throughout the West) of 
civilian casualties of American bombing of 
North Vietnamese towns, and he gave figures 
for three towns. What Salisbury did not say 
was that these figures had appeared in a 
Hanoi Handout in Moscow some three 
months previously-he gave the appearance 
to the world that these figures were derived 
from his independent reporting. The manag-
ing editor of the New York Times (Daniel) 
admitted that these were not Salisbury's 
own figures (5/1/67) and added rather 
pathetically, "Where else could we get such 
figures in Hanoi?" 
In the same articles Salisbury made other 
allegations about American bombing, all of 
which were proved false by the American 
Defence Department Salisbury had in fact 
simply accepted the word of his communist 
hosts on such details-but pretended other-
wise. Eventually the Times itself said that 
"there is not even a shred of evidence to 
lend credence to Communist propaganda 
that the U.S. is deliberately bombing civilian 
targets..." 
Salisbury was silent about ali this. It is this 
kind of source which ought to be treated 
with extreme caution. 
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women's lib meets 
THE DEMANDS 
Because of the structure of this society, and 
the role of women within it, the small 
number of women who reach a university 
are severely disadvantaged In ways that are 
both subtle and blatant Their major 
vocation is defined as being wife and 
mother, all other pursuits as ancillary to this. 
This is one reason why fewer women than 
men enter university. (In Queensland, the 
ratio is 3 males to one female). It also 
partially explains why more of them drop 
out, why fewer women than men go on to 
higher degrees, and why there are fewer 
filling academic staff positions. (In Australia 
there are 789 female academics to 5689 
males.) 
This vast process of discriminatory socialisa-
tion is re-inforced by the university Itself. 
There is nothing in the Act, in the statutes, 
or In the day-to-day practices of the 
University that does anything to ameliorate 
the special social conflicts faced by women 
at university. Women on scholarships who 
become pregnant lose their scholarships 
when they need them most 
Those who have no scholarships, or have no 
means additional to such scholarships to' 
enable them to support dependants, drop 
out. 
Those who can come back after child-
bearing have to rely on relatives to look after 
their children-elther a working husband to 
pay for their care elsewhere, or a mother or 
neighbour to look after them. The university 
has closed its eyes to the overwhelming 
differences in faculty choices between the 
sexes. Surely it could undertake, in conjunc-
tion with the high schools, the simple task of 
educating women to realise that they have a 
wide range of choices outside the Arts 
faculty and the teaching profession. Many 
potential engineers, doctors, architects and 
lawyers are being wasted in a profession-
housewifery-which is uncongenial to their 
latent abilities. Why is the university so 
ready to accept that the overwhelming bulk 
of Its clerical staff will be female? 
These are of course new demands in our 
society-but what our grandmothers fought 
for has not yet been won, and there can be 
no complacent response to these requests. 
As a first, small step fonvard present these 
demands. 
Our demands are listed under two headings. 
The first we consider to be institutional 
responsibilities-not, of course, in loco 
parentis,-but merely the sort of responsibili-
ties that a community should take In 
cognisance of the fact that women (and their 
children) are a functioning part of its life. 
The second part of this programme relates to 
the need to compensate for the adverse and 
destructive socialisation of women, by 
providing special incentives for them to 
explore their abilities in directions which 
they have learned to accept that society does 
not intend them to pursue. 
responsibilities incentives 
nippels 
nite 
out 
1) Free child care centre (including play-
ground provision for older children, extend-
ing to school vacations and operating after 
school hours.) 
2) Removal of pay differentials on the basis 
of sex, and of any iniquitous provisions in 
scholarship schemes. (e.g., "for men only" 
or "terminated on pregnancy".) 
3) The provision by the Health service of 
free contraceptives as a standard practice 
which is well-publicised. There should also 
be a comprehensive series of lectures on 
female sexuality and birth control. Special 
allowances should be made for menstrual 
pain in women (e.g., in the case of students 
sitting for examinations, and in the provision 
of couches for women in common rooms 
and staff rooms.) 
4) The university architect should be 
deputed to examine the university buildings, 
stairs, balconies, etc., and eliminate all 
hazards to children. 
Friday, 16th Aprii 8 p.m. Refectory 
Stripper - Janette 
Floor Show - Diane and Brett 
Supper - XXXX 
"Stop Press" $2 tickets. 
- H I R E -
Anna Marie and David Jons: 
Beautiful wedding, bridesmaids, 
evening frocks, modern lounge, 
dinner suits, tails, accessories. 
Commerce House (above Coles), 
125 Adelaide Street, tel. 21 2826. 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 
Photographic models 
excellent pay 
girls of good character only 
1) That the university insti^te a scholarship 
scheme which would operate in three areas-
a) for the retraining of women who wish to 
undertake a course after a period of 
child-rearing. 
b) the provision of post-grad, scholarships 
within existing disciplines for women who 
wish to research those female areas which 
have been neglected within these disciplines. 
c) a series of undergraduate scholarships for 
women to study in any field whatsoever, 
with special weighting in those areas in 
which they are explicitly excluded from 
holding scholarships (e.g., engineering, 
science etc.) 
2) That an undergraduate course of 
women's studies be set up, based on a series 
of guest lecturers from several disciplines 
and incorporating elective research topics. 
3) That maternity leave be accepted as a 
reason for extending the time-limit on the 
completion of degrees, 
4) That non-academic female staff be 
encouraged to undertake university courses 
now open to them by offering them 
substantial rises and promotion of the 
completion of degrees or diplomas. That 
matriculation courses also be made available 
to these women. 
5) That an immediate study be undertaken 
by the educational research unit of this 
university to investigate the causes and 
contributing factors for the gross disparity in 
the male/female ratio among staff and 
students, witii a view to rapidly ending the 
extensive and costly wastage of women who 
are educated but not employed, or whose 
human potential is severely truncated by 
inadequate and/or interrupted education. 
Economical Typing Service 
Accurate and Speedy 
Will Collect and Deliver 
Mrs. Sargent 6 Arkana St. 
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THE POUTICIZATION 
PROCESS: 
the cowen meeting 
When Women's Lib invited Cowen down 
from the Admin's unimaginative version of 
the ivory tower, it was with the express 
purpose of putting to him the immediate 
necessity for a free pre-school educational 
establishment The document printed above 
was hastily drawn up to put the demand for 
such an establishment in the somewhat 
wider perspective of the status of women-
all women-within the University com-
munity. 
The naive hoped that, as they had Reason, 
Right, and Justice on their side, "something 
might be done". 
The more alert recognised that tiie inevitable 
rationalization for the role (or lack thereof) 
that the University is (not) playing in the 
proposed institution would be "lack of 
resources", but still hoped to extract a 
statement of policy to the effect that 
women (and the children off-loaded on them 
by the community for 'bringing up') are in 
fact members of that community and 
deserve more than associate status. 
The more cynical anticipated the futility 
of the entire exercise in terms of its stated 
objectives, i.e., achieving change, but hoped 
nevertheless tiiat it would promote aware-
ness of such political facts as: 
(i) a deep sense of injustice, supported by 
the strongest rational arguments, counts 
for nothing against the entrenched 
power system In this university (and, by 
analogy, against the more compre-
hensive power structure beyond this 
university and represented here by the 
Administration.) 
(ii) Cowen the Vice-Chancellor, and Cowen 
the platitudinous paternalist, are one 
and the same figurehead of those very 
power structures. Indeed, he was chosen 
to be V.C. for his truly remarkable 
ability to not only operate via the status 
quo, but to personify it, 
(iii) the so-called "right channels" exist only 
to channel justified and justifiable 
demands to where they can do no harm 
(i.e. good) and to drain the energy of 
those putting the demands. A meeting 
where challenges to the status quo are 
aired, yet nothing is done, has no effect 
other than to clear the liberal con-
science. 
As it happened, the cynical were well and 
truly vindicated. The tone of the meeting 
can be caught in Cowen's famous phrase of 
fatuity: 'I hear what you say', a token 
tribute to the presence of others which 
commits him to nothing more than the 
rather facile obsen/ation that he is not 
stone-deaf. The obvious rejoinder of course 
is that he might just as well be. 
Yet Cowen made one thing clear. Women's 
Lib has to decide on its direction. Whether 
or not to waste valuable time and energy 
pressing for reforms which, if granted, will 
only give them something akin to equal 
standing with the male members of the 
present social set up. Or whether to agitate 
for the total abolition of this set up. 
Whether to press for self-government of 
contained communities such as schools, 
universities, factories etc., within these 
communities, or whether once again, such 
control will be established onty by first 
restructuring the community at large. 
Cowen's answers seemed to point the way. 
On the child care centre: it is not the direct 
responsibiiity of the university, although 
you have a very good case, but the 
responsibiiity of the entire community. 
On pay differentials due to sex: Judgements 
about the appropriateness of salary or wage 
increases are not the function of the 
University-in common with other em-
ployers it pays the established rates (sicl) 
On Scholarships: women on Commonwealth 
scholarships are under no restraint. They 
may enter any faculty. You should take up 
the question of any restrictive practices with 
the people who fund such scholarships. 
On retaining women whose education was 
interrupted by child-bearing or-rearing: You 
have a good case but this is again the 
responsibility of the entire community. Men 
as well as women need re-training. 
On the matter of the proposed survey by the 
University architect, on the suggested 
extensions to the practices of the Health 
Service, on the non-academic work£»'s, and 
on the proposal to rewrite the female into 
such existing disciplines as history, soci-
ology, psychology, medicine etc., Cowen 
said not a word. The point is perfectly plain. 
Apart from its being a superb opportunity 
for him to display his talents for double-talk, 
missing the point, and so on; the meeting 
gave Cowen a chance to both appease his 
liberal conscience and to pass the bucl^ 
What he said in effect was that until the 
"entire community" gives higher status to 
"its women" (and I quote), the University 
won't e.ither. 
And as it is obvious that no community 
(whatever the hell that Is) is going to give 
women full membership status without at 
least reserving the right to retract it (in the 
manner of Cuba, China, and the U.S.S.R.), 
women have to demand it. Not as a privilege, 
but as a long overdue right. How we go 
about it has yet to be thrashed out, but 
experiences such as the meeting with Cowen 
should at least direct us to consider 
alternative strategies and the ideologies 
behind them. 
If staff {academic and non-academic) and 
students are having difficulties during 
working hours or lecture periods with 
children below or at school age could diey 
please contact either Anne Doggett or 
Robyn Bardon at Semper Floreat Ph. 
713138) or write C/- Box 332, North Quay, 
Brisbane. 
Bardon 
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the revolutionary as a 
male chauvinist Alarelle Kelly. 
cowen - women's lib 
This meeting illustrated the extent to which 
male chauvinist attitudes prevail on this 
campus, and most of all, the extent to which 
they exist among members of the hard-care 
left-that bastion of pure revolutionary 
consciousness, that powerful agency by 
which we are all supposed to overcome the 
vicious depersonalization of our society. The 
real education in male chauvinism came not 
from Cowen, for all his defensive bureau-
cratic responses. It came from those 
members of the left who came to the 
meeting because they like public brawls witii 
the man whenever the occasion arises. 
Maybe it's necessary to them to sustain 
their revolutionary zeal, but that's not the 
point They simply assumed the right to ask 
questions which had nothing to do with the 
Women's Lib. document, which they had 
not read. As a result, the real purpose of the 
meeting was defeated. 
Let me relate two incidents of tiiat "private" 
meeting. When the women organisers arrived 
to set up chairs in the room, we found it 
occupied by several large groups of men 
engaged in fairly raucous games of cards, and 
occupying most of the seating. We asked 
them to leave, in our customarily gentle 
voices, as it was a private meeting for 
Women's Lib. members, (Not that we 
wanted to exclude sympathetic men, but it 
was a meeting about our demands, not about 
all the issues facing the left at the moment) 
But of course, these men weren't interested 
In moving out for a meeting, no matter what 
it was about A man's card table is his castle. 
They told us to get lost, and evinced all the 
sniggering mannerisms of the beery Aussie 
who knows how to keep the little woman 
firmly in her place. These, you understand, 
are people not yet brought into the magic 
circle, not yet in possession of that special 
knowledge which so sets apart the egali-
tarian, anti-authoritarian men of the left. 
The meeting continued under fairly In-
auspicious circumstances, and after Cowen 
left, the chairwoman announced that dis-
cussion would continue for those interested. 
At this point, most of the male audience 
left. 
On the way out, Larry Zetlin, in the 
Company of Semper sidekick Paul Davies, 
felt called upon to sneer, "Yeah, you can all 
stay around and discuss rising prices." 
Apparently, the issues had been 
dismissed as falling under the rubric of 
"women's talk". Bourgeois, counter-revolu-
tionary reformism. 
How is it that the revolutionary left which 
is supposed to be fighting for human 
liberation, has managed to be even more 
repressive of women within its ranks than 
have bourgeois institutions like -the uni-
versity? At least such institutions give 
occasional recognition of the existence of 
women and their problems, and even let the 
occasional woman slip into the hierarchy. 
Neither of those things happen on the left, 
except in the most token fashion. The issues 
are ignored or dismissed as reformist 
feminism. And while the revolutionary wives 
stay at home and cook and mind the kids, or 
work- to support unemployable revolu-
tionary husbands, the revolutionary men get 
on with serious work, like abusing Cowen at 
meetings. Men on the left are manipulative, 
egocentric, pretentious bullies, and such 
behaviour does not apply only in conven-
tional political situations, but in their 
ordinary lives. When are they going to realise 
that the humanitarian rhetoric should match 
the performance? And when are they going 
to stop using the same language of dismissal 
as male parliamentarians-the slogan, the 
label, the my-penis-is-bigger-than-yours mili-
tancy' 
But let's tiy to bring a little sensitivity, a 
little honesty to bear. Even though it's a 
matter on which I rapidly grow angry, even 
if in this article I am frequently resorting to 
the male style of abusive argument. 
Let's not assume that because any group of 
people claim they are really interested in 
ending the exploitation of men and women, 
that they also (automatically) understand all 
the forms it can take. And let's not assume 
that because that group ostensibly dissociates 
itself from society's dominant repressive 
beliefs that it will not continue to manifest 
the same beliefs in its internal organisation. 
In opposing Women's Lib. to true revolu-
the small organizing projects that actually 
recruit new people and change their heads. 
Given that the I ong-term goal of the 
movement is revolution, the day-to-day 
currency that keeps the leadership involved 
is petty prestige and power within the 
group-
1) to force people out of the group 
2) to ensure one form of activity rather 
than another (this year, "carde" is the 
secret password to revolutionary suc-
cess) 
3) to keep control over the channels of 
communication, both informal and 
formal. 
In other words, a lot of elitist bullshit 
There Is no prestige attached to the sort of 
jobs women in the movement do-I.e., 
typing, distributing, screwing for the revolu-
tionary heroes. The writers, the talkers, the 
analysts are the visible revolution. As in all 
capitalist systems, the workers are Invi?ihie. 
But it really comes to the crunch le 
tionary organisations, Mr. Zetlin lays claim 
to a special knowledge of capitalism and the 
toots with which it is best combatted. It is 
this claim which he is voicing when he 
denigrates such activities as talking about 
child-care centres, 
Mr, Zetiin let us all know that there were 
two classe^a working class and a ruling class. 
But baby, that isn't just in capitalist 
societies, it goes for Mr. Zetlin's own 
oi^anisation. To quote Marge Piercy. 
The typical movement institution consist of 
one or more men who act as charismatic 
spokesmen, who speak in the name of the 
institution, and negotiate and represent that 
body to other bodies in and outside the 
movement, and who manipulate the relation-
ships inside to maintain his or their position, 
and the people who do the actual work df 
die institution, much of the time women. 
Most prestige in the movement rests not on 
having done anything in particular, but in 
having visibly dominated some gathering or 
in manipulating a certain set of rhetorical 
counters welt in public, or-in having played 
some theatrical role. To be associated with a 
new fashion trend in rhetoric is far more 
re warded than is any amoun tof hard work tfti 
male leftie hierarchy starts competing to 
demonstrate their superior, purer, braver 
militancy or analysis. No matter wrfiat 
boredom or discouragement comes to the 
male leftie, he can always fall back Into his 
role~"l am a professional revolutionary." 
After all, these men have to reconcile a 
lifetime of the usual middle-class pressures 
on men to become professionals with their 
current displacement from conventional 
achievement. No, mummy, I'm note doctor, 
lawyer, writer, academic, or great motion 
picture director-but I'm still a professional! 
Women don't have to be professionals, just 
typists. No, Mummy, I'm not in the Public 
Service, but I type for the revolution! 
Women, because of their socialisation, have 
great difficulties in talking the jargon of 
professional revolutionaries. They have great 
difficulties in just being heard. Piercy 
describes the familiar situation. 
Suppose you. Woman Alice, unknown 
unvouched for, unaccompanied, come wan-
dering into a meeting and want to speak. 
The male supremacist will not even hear 
you. He may launch into a sentence while 
you are in the middle of peaking, and 
probably he can simply drown you out The 
male chauvinist wilt keep quiet while you are 
speaking and may even give a quick 
acknowledgement that some noise has 
occurred. He will patronize and move on. 
The male liberal will note your energy and 
will commiserate and then co-opt you. You 
will endup working for him, no matter what 
you think you are doing. When you oppose 
him, you will find out which side he is on. 
Some oppression kills your body, some ties 
you to a machine, buit one sort kills your 
pride and your ability to create. The sort of 
shyness and the withdrawn behaviour of 
most women would be considered a sign of 
deep neurosis if it occurred on the same 
scale in able and intelligent men. Not all 
lefties are unaware of the extent to which 
this oppression of women is ground into our 
daily experience in the way that the 
Vietnam war is not But they are very, very 
few. 
I am tired of sitting through left meetings at 
which the male master theoretician drones 
away on the latest dogma on revolutionary 
brand loyalties while he gently strokes the 
hair of the woman sitting at his feet He 
should buy a dog, and she should get off her 
backside and point out that the style of 
machismo is at its most cretinous when 
applied to revolutionary theory. 
The basic distinction most revolutionaries 
draw between reformist and revolutionary 
activity Is one that most people understand 
as an analogy. The analogy compares the 
"big bang" theory of social change with 
"social tinkering". Such a pair of analogies 
cannot be legitimately applied to Women's 
Lib. We. exist in a social ambience in which 
there is no significant force for refomi (as it 
is commonly understood.) It is a matter 
completely foreign to the ideologies of most 
people in Australia, with out the convenient 
reference point that the male left had in 
Vietnam and the draft. No political party, 
no youtii culture, no educational institution 
shows any sign of consciousness that such 
inequality is part of our nonmal pattern of 
life. No "big bang" will change that, now or 
twenty years hence. Thus Women's Lib. 
must in its initial formation encompass a 
wide range of opinion and try many styles of 
action. 
A mere four years ago these iron men of the 
left were organising around the thoroughly 
reformist issue of Civil Liberties. Women's 
Lib. need not be embarrassed by its attempts 
to give women the minimal freedom-a 
freedom these iron men derive unquestion-
ing from their wives' labour-to leave the 
physical and spiritual boredom of house-
work and fight for legalised abortion, for 
child-care centres, for equal educational 
opportunities, for an end to the degradation 
of women by the mass media. We are not 
hopeful of reaching a condition in the terms 
of this society in which we would be free. 
Too many men have a vested interest in 
seeing us left witii tiie shit-work on all levels. 
But increasingly I feel tiiat unless attitudes 
on the left change drastically, women could 
expect no better from the fabled revolution. 
I give little credence to the claims of the 
hard-liners tiiat tiiey are in exclusive 
possession ofthe only possible revolutionary 
style. In a very real sense, we all learnt from 
the Civil Liberties defeats of some years ago. 
But if we only learnt a tougher rhetoric, and 
no con-esponding sophistication and flexi-
bility is styles of oi^anising, then we defined 
ourselves right into Fantasia. 
(for an amplification of this argument, see 
fl^arge Piercy's pamphlet The Grand Coolie 
Dam, in Nov. 1969 issue of Leviathan and 
reprinted by the New England Free Press.) 
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and a reply 
critique of a critique of revolutionism 
Starting from a position of overall sympathy 
with Frank's critique of "revolutionism" on 
the left I will endeavour to make some 
criticisms of his observances of the Q.U. 
movement in 1970. What stmck me most 
about his article was the huge variation of 
quality in several statements he made. After 
touching briefly on the most important 
theme underlying the "arsehole nature" of 
the left-the belief in possibilities of 
change-he goes on to make some statements 
about France '68 and the Russian Revolu-
tion that sound more like a D.L.P. staff 
member. 
COUNTER CULTURE 
Unfortunately Frank did not elaborate his 
attitude towards this essential part of 
radicalism. He felt it sufficient to say that 
some people were merely creating a market 
for money hungry capitalists. If he is 
consistent with this statement we can 
assume that the books in Frank's study, 
from which he gains his "un-alleged" 
intellectual creativity, are not prodJced by 
such capitalist concerns as Penguin, Panther 
or MacMillan. 
However, I must agree that the "plastic 
hippies" are an unfortunate phenomenon, 
but surely Mr. Varghese can make a better SEPTEMBER 4 
attack upon them than "they are suckers of 
the capitalists". He could try to make some 
distinction between those Influenced by 
Coca-Cola adds and tiiose that have under-
gone a real change in values. 
POSSIBILITIES OF CHANGE 
One issue which Frank struck upon, but did 
not emphasize sufflcientiy was the attitude 
of the "revolutionary egos" towards the 
possibilities of change, I feel that those 
pursuing an anti-communitarian train of 
thought. I.e., pushing a certain line which 
must be maintained above and beyond 
individuals involved in social action-are so 
divorced from any real discussion and 
thought about social problems that the 
question of what is possible simply doesn't 
enter their heads. They are shat with the 
way things are, absorb a few radical concepts 
and act upon them. They have yet to realize 
how oblivious they are to the possibilities. 
THE MORATORIUM 
What occurred at the second Moratorium 
was simply an example of the idiocy which 
develops from revolutionary egos. The 
paranoia of "containment" led some pseudo-
revolutionaries into an action which was 
arrogant, pig-headed and counter-productive. 
A few good speeches at the rally before the 
march probably would have carried the vote 
and made a successful mass sit down a 
possibility. 
Another point of agreement with Frank's 
perceptions of left activity is the "moral" 
nature of action. But what Frank is saying is 
known to all. Nobody seriously belives in 
the "moral-outrage" motivation for such 
actions as the Quang incident. But this fact 
became largely irrelevant after those in 
positions of power reacted in such a way as 
to give ample grounds for deeply felt "moral 
outrage". The horseshit in the Courier-Mail 
each morning was sufficient material for 
outrage enough to create three "Quang 
incidents" a day. 
REVOLUTIONARY LIVES 
The most worthwile comment contained in 
Frank's article was that concerning the 
Australian left's discounting of political 
issues. But it seems that Frank's mam 
problem is defining who is on the left 
Surely, there are many who proclaim to be 
leftists. But using the criterion of iriterest in 
seriously facing the myriad of social issues 
needing to be confronted, we can discount a 
large percentage. Many of those to be 
discounted would be on the "revolutionary 
left". These "leftists" simply are not leftists 
and it is as simple as that. The problem is 
that they associate, and are associated with, 
sincere socialists, thereby damaging the 
movement. It seems that all we can do is 
outline why they are not on the left, desoite 
their protests that they are, and say "come 
back when you're interested in getting 
something concrete achieved". 
Frank's concern for the left leads him to 
worry about people who aren't socialists in 
the first place. Instead of writing about 
something called "revolutionism" he should 
be explaining to the people who worry him 
why they are not by any stretch of the 
imagination revolutionaries and exhorting 
them to find out what radicalism really 
involves. 
1971 
So it seems to me that for the coming year 
one thing should be made clear, something 
which Frank failed to mention in his article. 
That is, to be socialists we have to act like 
socialists. That means subduing the desires 
of the ego, and directing our brain power 
towards an understanding of how real, 
tangible, radical change can be achieved. 
This in itself involves the "basic recommit-
ment to humanitarianism, compassion and 
democracy of philosophy" which Frank, as 
well as many others see as essential. 
Col Pearce. 
MARXISM 
the New Left Group presents 
a week end teach- In on 
MARXIAN THEORY 
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% BJUl %jan , Oept. of ^tzorwmic^, 
# ^JUULoit TrtxmnaM , Oepi* of Hl6tomj.,(io be. cortflmmdj 
O fjtjof, ^hn ll}eMeJin,Oept. of Ant/vtap, and Soruolog^. 
O ?eteJi WeAtheim , Oept, of T'hLLo/ioph^* 
and otheJiA, 
April 23»24»25 
8 semper floreat april 12 1971 
dateline union college: 
april fools day 
Last night Union Council managed to drag 
itself together for yet another meeting. So 
far during March, it has had: an ordinary 
meeting, which dragged on to 2.30 before 
being adjourned to another meeting which 
went on to 1.30 
One extraordinary meeting to consider its 
submission about the University Act 
And now yet another extraordinary meeting, 
called by the whim of the Acting President 
After standing round for about half an hour, 
we found that enough councillors had 
arrived to form a quorum. Unfortunately 
there was no one willing to be chairman, but 
eventually Paul Abernathy volunteered for 
this dangerous task. 
The first item of business was to elect two 
representatives to an Australian Universities 
conference. Only one of four people 
nominated, Jill Fergusen, even bothered to 
turn up, and surprise surprise! she was 
elected. Since the other nominees were Dave 
Luck, Bruce Dickson, and Alan Davies, the 
councillors voted almost unanimously for 
Dave Luck, on the principle that the devil 
we don't know is better than the devil we 
do. 
The second item of business was to discuss 
the Union submission to the Senate 
Committee considering the revision of the 
University's Act. As we said before tills had 
been discussed previously. However, Bruce 
Dickson was still not present so we moved 
on to the next item on the agenda, 
Mr. McRobbie was attempting to set up a 
committee to investigate the circumstances 
relating to the discipline charges against two 
students for distributing pamphlets in the 
administration Building. Unfortunately he 
did not know that the Union already has a 
standing Public Rights Committee designed 
to investigate just such matters. This 
committee has the great advantage that it 
was elected three months ago, and therefore 
cannot be discredited in the same way as one 
set up specifically for the purpose of 
investigating one particular incident When 
informed of this fact, Mr. McRobbie merely 
referred this matter to that committee, 
something which could and should have 
been done some time ago. 
At this stage Bruce Dickson had arrived, so 
we proceeded to examine item two on the 
agenda. Since no-one had a record of the 
previous discussion on the matter, nor a 
copy of the statute we were examining, we 
were merely able to pass a motion 
supporting what we thought we had said at 
the previous meeting, and referring the 
matter onwards. 
The fourth matter to come up, the most 
hotly contentious one of all was that ofthe 
elections. The chairman ruled that since 
no-one knew whether we still had an 
Honorary Secretary or whether he had still 
not resigned officially, and since Nick 
Booth, the Chairman of Council was not 
present and since adequate notice had not 
been given, the matter could not be 
discussed. 
Dissent from the chairman's ruling was 
carried. At this stage Charles Ware, Acting 
Honorary Secretary, stood up, tore his copy 
of the constitution in half, and left the 
room. And I also left the council chamber. 
I should not have gone, but 1 believe that 
even though Doug Jones and his friends are 
using the constitution and regulations to 
hamstring the union's activities, that we 
cannot suspend them in cavalier fashion at 
the whim of a vote of council. They must 
remain the foundation of our activities, 
because while they do allow abuse by 
inactivists, as these Liberal Party politicians 
have found to their intense enjoyment, and 
the disadvantage of the public image of the 
Union, and with it, the University, yet they 
also prevent abuse by deliberate action, 
which could be even more harmful in the 
long term. Consequentiy Union Council (or 
what part of it that was left at this stage of 
the evening) should have found some way of 
getting around the difficulties, to nullify the 
political impact of the Liberal Group's 
actions. 
In the event, I was lucky. During my absence 
nothing untoward occurred. 
The final item was listed on the agenda as a 
discussion of payment of postgraduate fees 
to the Union. Unfortunately sufficient 
notice had not been given, so the discussion 
was out of order. 
The whole meeting gives an example of 
waste of time for councillors caused by an 
executive, who do not know the ropes, and 
how things should be done. It makes one 
extremely chary of claims that the Union 
needs restructuring. It would seem that 
people should be prepared to find out more 
of what the Union is, and how Its structure 
can be used to have business expeditiously 
dealt with, in a manner that would accord 
with student wishes. 
At present two factions are fighting for 
control of the union, one of which has the 
advantage of free access to the public press 
and a thorough knowledge of how to use the 
machinery of the constitution and regula-
tions to inflict the most damaging injuries 
with the least warning, and greatest embar-
rassment We can only hope that things will 
change in the near future, as in fact will have 
happened by the time this goes to press. 
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AMUSEMENT NOTICES 
HOUSE COMMITTEE BY-LAWS 
1: NO PERSON SHALL: 
a) MOVE UNION PROPERTY FROM 
ITS AREA OF NORMAL USE 
b) USE UNION PROPERTY OR PRE-
MISES FOR ANY PURPOSE 
OTHER THAN ITS NORMAL 
FUNCTION. 
WITHOUT THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
UNION MANAGER OR HIS DELEGATE. 
2: NO PERSON SHALL DISPLAY OR AFFIX 
A NOTICE OF ANY TYPE ON UNION 
PREMISES WITHOUT THE AUTHORITY 
OF THE HONORARY SECRETARY OR 
HIS DELEGATE. 
3: ANV PERSON WISHING TO USE THE 
UNION FACILITIES FOR ANY PER-
SONAL OR CLUB ACTIVITIES SHALL 
APPLY TO THE UNION MANAGER FOR 
PERMISSION, PAY ANY HIRING FEES 
WITHIN THE PERIOD STIPULATED BY 
THE MANAGER AT THE TIME OF 
HIRING AND BE RESPONSIBLE TO HIM 
FOR THE ORDERLY CONDUCT OF THE 
ACTIVITY. 
4: NO PERSON SHALL LITTER ON ANY 
UNION PREMISES. 
5: NO PERSON SHALL REMOVE CROCK-
ERY AND CUTLERY FROM UNION 
PREMISES WITHOUT THE PERMISSION 
OF THE UNION MANAGER. 
6: THE OFFICE PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM 
MAY ONLY BE USED WITH THE 
PERMISSION OF THE HONORARY 
SECRETARY, OR IN HIS ABSENCE, THE 
UNION MANAGER. OTHER PUBLIC 
ADDRESS SYSTEMS MAY BE USED 
ONLY WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE 
UNION MANAGER. 
7: NO PERSON SHALL TAKE FOOD INTO 
THE J.D. STORY ROOM, THE G.R. 
HULBERT ROOM. THE MUSIC AND 
BILLIARD ROOM. THE GREEN ROOM 
OR OTHER ROOMS DESIGNATED BY 
THE UNION MANAGER. 
NO PERSON SHALL BRING ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES OF ANY KIND ON UNION 
PREMISES WITHOUT THE PERMISSION 
OF THE UNION MANAGER. 
9: NO PERSON SHALL TAKE PART IN 
GAMBLING OF ANY SORT ON UNION 
PREMISES. 
10: NO PERSON SHALL ENGAGE IN TRADE 
OF ANY SORT ON UNION PREMISES 
EXCEPT ON THE BASIS OF A LEASE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNION 
AND THE TRADER. OR IN THE CASE 
OF TEMPORARY TRADING WITH THE 
, PERMISSION OF THE MANAGER OR 
11: NO PERSON SHALL DISTRIBUTE PUB-
LICATIONS IN AREAS CONTROLLED 
BY THE UNION EXCEPT: 
a) FROM THE DISTRIBUTION 
BOXES APPROVED BY THE 
UNION MANAGER. OR 
b) WHEN DISTRIBUTED PERSONAL-
LY HAND TO HAND. 
12: NO PERSON SHALL UNLAWFULLY AS-
SAULT ANY OTHER PERSON ON UNION 
PREMISES. 
13: NO PERSON SHALL UNREASONABLY 
INTERFERE WITH THE USE OR ENJOY-
MENT OF UNION PREMISES OR FACILI-
TIES BY ANY OTHER PERSON. 
14: NO PERSON SHALL DISOBEY ANY 
REASONABLE DIRECTION GIVEN TO 
HIM BY THE UNION MANAGER OR THE 
PERSON CONTROLLING ANY AREA IN 
THE UNION PREMISES. 
15: NO PERSON SHALL USE OFFENSIVE 
OR ABUSIVE LANGUAGE TO ANY 
EMPLOYEE OF THE UNION OR TEN-
ANT, OR EMPLOYEE OF A TENANT, ON 
UNION PREMISES. 
16: NO PERSON SHALL LIGHT A FIRE 
WITHIN THE UNION BUILDINGS OR DO 
ANYTHING ON THE UNION PREMISES 
LIKELY TO CAUSE PHYSICAL INJURY 
TO ANY PERSON. 
17: NO PERSON SHALL ATTEMPT TO DO 
ANYTHING PROHIBITED BY THESE 
BY-LAWS-17th December, 1971. 
18: NO PERSON SHALL WITHOUT THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE CAUSE ANY KEY TO UNION 
PREMISES TO BE COPIED. 
19: NO PERSON ISSUED WITH A KEY TO 
UNION PREMISES SHALL DELIBERATE-
LY PART WITH IMMEDIATE CONTROL 
OF THAT KEY- l l th February, 1971. 
ARTS FACULTY POSTGRADUATE RE-
PRESENTATIVES 
vacancies: three 
closing date for nominations: tuesday 13th april 
aligibility: anyone within the faculty of arts who is 
studying for a higher degree and is of status 
group 2 tutor/demonstrator or below. 
nominations are to ba handed to the dean 
should there be man than three nominations a 
meeting will be held for the purpose of election. 
K.LEOPOLD 
dean of the faculty of arts. 
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quality and inequality in education 
introduction 
Australian Union of Students (formerly 
NUAUS) has set tiie campaign against 
inequalities in education as its top priority 
for the 1971 education portfolio. A.U.S. is 
the most prominent body in Australia 
instigating research in this field and voicing 
protest. Last year A.U.S. published 5,500 
copies of The Myth of Equality-a booklet 
prepared by Tom Roper from knowledge 
and information he had gathered during his 
term of office as Education Vice-President. 
The book has 'created considerable public 
awareness to the existence of inequalities in 
Australia, to the extent that it has been 
accepted as text or reference material for 
Education and Sociology courses at Colleges 
and Universities. It wil! be re-released at the 
end of April, up-dated and slightly up-priced 
(now $1.35). 
As part of its campaign A.U.S. has convened 
a group of educationists to discuss the 
problem of inequality of educational oppor-
tunity and effective means of overcoming it. 
At the first meeting, the following statement 
of concern was drawn up, which after a 
limited circulation was signed by 16 others. 
statement 
We believe that schooling is the major 
agency, which-after the family-enables 
each generation of children to prepare for a 
full and satisfying life in society. 
There are large groups In Australia, and 
probably a majority of children, whose life 
chances will be limited because of inade-
quacies in schooling at all levels. Overall the 
quality of education in Australia suffers 
from a lack of financial resources and 
particularly from a lack of qualified teachers 
and modern equipment. The.<« compare 
badly with those made by other countries at 
a similar stage of social and economic 
development. 
We believe that those people who need to 
benefit most from schooling, those large 
underprivileged groups in Australian society, 
tend to suffer most from these shortages. 
They are just not getting a 'fair go'. 
Disadvantaged children and adolescents 
should be receiving special help, more than 
their proportionate share of the resources 
available, if they are to enjoy reasonable 
equality of opportunity of life chance. 
WHO ARE THE UNDERPRIVILEGED OR 
DISADVANTAGED? 
Among these groups we would include: 
* children who are not being liberated 
from the depressing circumstances of 
their homes and environment; 
* children who cannot read or express 
themselves effectively; 
* children and adolescents who have 
come to think of themselves as failures 
in anything to do with formal learning 
or serious thinking; 
* students for whom schooling is largely 
Irrelevant both to their present and 
future; 
* gifted adolescents obliged either to 
leave school eariy or, to forfeit their 
chance of further studies. 
We believe that children and adolescents for 
whom schooling is not meeting their 
legitimate needs are to be found specially in: 
* rural areas 
* lower income areas in cities 
* poor families in more affluent areas 
* those of below average intellectual 
capacity 
THEY CAN ALSO BE FOUND IN LARGE 
NUMBERS AMONG: 
* girls of all social classes 
* migrants 
* Aboriginals 
* physical and mentally handicapped 
children in institutions 
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE? 
To meet these needs we advocate a 
programme of positive discrimination. Many 
of these children require schooling which 
involves special treatment in staffing and 
facilities. The costs of their education will 
have to be greater than average. 
Since it is unthinkable that funds be taken 
away from areas already receiving them, this 
proposal for redistribution implies that a 
greater proportion of Australia's resources 
be devoted to education and that this 
additional money be channelled with consid-
erable precision to areas of special needs. 
The distribution of resources for state 
schooling in Australia has so far followed a 
principle of uniform allocation to all areas, 
although in practice "the subsidy system" 
has meant that the rich have received more. 
Yet this policy has not brought about the 
equality of opportunity intended. The 
increasing participation by the Common-
wealth In education financing has intensified 
this inequality. New principles of funding 
are needed. 
First, we have to identify areas of special 
need, as indicated above. 
Second, careful planning should precede 
the institution of all major reforms. 
Third, we should make an immediate 
start (even though limited to special 
projects with particular areas), so that the 
experience gained can guide us in the 
development of subsequent large scale 
programme. 
Social demand is already outrunning the 
supply of resources for effective schooling. 
All the evidence points to greater pressures 
coming to bear on existing facilities during 
the 1970's. These pressures will make 
radically different approaches to education 
in Australia inevitable and may well involve 
the setting up of new administrative bodies. 
at national, state and regional levels. It is our 
belief that major reforms are urgent. If these 
are not undertaken promptiy then the 
already grave inequalities in opportunity, to 
which we have drawn attention, seem certain 
to increase. 
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UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND UNION 
Nominations are hereby called for the following positions on the 60th Council of the 
University of Queensland Union:-
EXECUTIVE POSITIONS (to be filled by General By-Election) 
Honorary Secretaiy 
St Lucia Vice-President (Full-Time) 
Nominations for the above positions open on 9th April and close 23rd April at 5. 00 
p. m. at Union Office, Voting will commence on Monday, 10th May and close on 
Thursday, 13th May, and will be held in tiie Refectory at St Lucia and by postal vote. 
FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE 
Music Representative Full-Time (1 position) 
OVERSEAS STUDENTS' REPRESENTATIVE (1 position) 
The abovementioned positions will be filled by appointment at tiie General Meeting 
of Union Council to be held on Thursday, 13th May, 1971, commencing at 6, 30 
p m in the J D. Story Council Chamber, Nominations for these positions open on 
9th April and close on 23rd April, at 5. 00 p. m. at Union Office. 
Nomination forms may be obtained from Union Office and when completed shall be 
returned to Union Office. No late nominations will be accepted. All nominations 
shall be signed by tiiree members of tiie Union, one of whom shall be designated 
nominor and the otiiers of whom shall be seconders. Nomination forms shall be 
counter-signed by the nominee. 
B, Omodei, 
ACTING ELECTORAL OFFICER. 
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a short critique of 
mainstream western 
social science 
MICHAEL McROBBIE 
In an attempt to clarify for the layman the 
impending eco-disaster. Buckmaster Fulleri 
the noted American philosopher and scien-
tist, proposed the space ship-earth analogy. 
This analogy purports that in a microcosm 
the delicately tuned life support systems of a 
space capsule are equivalent to the role 
fulfilled by natural ecological processes on 
earth. It is these that keep atmospheric gas 
proportions stable and climatic conditions 
steady. 
The near disaster of the Apollo 13 "mission" 
caused by a malfunction of a seemingly 
insignificant piece of equipment, is an 
example of the above analogy. 
Like an Apollo capsule the earth is no 
exception and the crisis is not to be found in 
the pages of some futuristic, surrealistic 
novel, but in the immediate reality. The 
possibility of impending eco-disaster is a 
grace problem and some of the world's best 
known scientists like Fred Hoyle and 
Gordon Rattray-Taylor talk in terms of a life 
expectancy of the earth in the vicinity of 
fifty years. -By then, accelerating eco-
instability vvill cause a massive collapse of 
the fragile ecological life support system. 
With this fact finding ready acceptance 
among most scientists, what you would 
expect is a massive mobilization of the 
totality of involved and relevant disciplines. 
Nowhere has this yet happened. And it is 
ludicrous that in the face of a problem of 
this magnitude the only visible response is 
the idiotic rantings of Cowen and the 
"gutter press" pointing out that some 
insidious perverts are trying to destroy their 
great and critical university. 
It is my contention that the dominant 
methodology employed by academics is so 
hideously perverse that, not only is this 
University blatantiy uncritical but it is 
actually unprepared, unable and possibly 
unwilling to meet any serious societal 
problems. Such probfems as poverty, racism 
and imperialism require a range of experi-
ence, a breadth of understanding of traps for 
beginners and a serious intent that presently 
is lacking. 
A myriad of interiocking reasons can be 
proposed as to why this University is 
orientated around a series of demonstratably 
false values, but one I wish to specifically 
deal with is the methodological approach. 
This is to my mind (and to pardon the lack 
of objectivity) one of the most obscene 
manifestations spawned by two decades of 
academic gutiessness. It is summed up rather 
succinctly by Noam Chomsky-
"Science, as everyone knows, is responsible, 
moderate, unsentimental and othenwise 
good. Behavioural science tells us that we 
can be concerned only with behaviour and 
control of behaviour. Therefore vve should 
be concerned only with behaviour and 
control of behaviour; and It is responsible, 
moderate, unsentimental and otherwise good 
to control behaviour by appropriately 
applied reward and punishment. Concern for 
loyalties and attitudfe Is emotional and 
unscientific. As rational men, believers in the 
scientific ethic, we should be concerned with 
manipulating behaviour in a desirable direc-
tion, and not be deluded by mystical notions 
of freedom, individual needs, or popular 
will."2 
Or placed in a more relevant context Dr. R. 
Stavely of this University defines it well in 
his foreward to a critique of some of the 
work of the Professor of the Government 
Department and the Professor of the 
Sociology Department. "Modern and politi-
cal (and social) science, with its appeal to 
the superiority of the quantitative and 
empirical methods of science, claims to 
represent the peak, if only tentatively, in the 
progress of knowledge. Such a claim to 
progressive knowledge is unwarranted by the 
hypothetical character of the modern 
project and furthermore being positivistic 
from its dependence on the scientific 
method, the value of this knowledge 
whereby it would constitute a peak of 
excellence, can in no way be demonstrated. 
Being value-or metaphysically-neutral the 
claim of such knowledge to superiority and 
excellence is based on non-scientific or 
pre-scientific knowledge, on opinions, pre-
ferences and tastes on factors of a subjective 
kind if the scientific classification of 
objective and subjective knowledge is follow-
ed. This inability of scientific social science 
to demonstrate its value and its necessary 
dependence on subjective factors, which are 
democratic in character, each opinion, 
preference or taste being as good or as bad as 
the rest, constitutes the dilemma of modem 
man. There is a tension between objective or 
scientific knowledge and the subjective 
opinions, preferences and tastes which 
cannot be distinguished or defended on 
objective grounds. The dilemma arises 
because scientific objectivity, knowledge or 
rationality cannot provide the basis for 
man's behaviour: it cannot tell him how he 
ought to live."3 
There can be no moral justification or 
human rationale for studying some of the 
irrelevant trivia studied today. Irrelevant 
because the compartmetalization of informa-
tion and study has greatiy diminished any 
chance of finding solutions that can only 
conip from broad research. 
Some examples are:— 
(i) The study of elites in society without 
questioning at whose expense these 
elites exist, and whether or not elites 
are a societal necessity or an imposed 
repressant^ 
(ii) The study of the psycho-pathology of 
radical groupings in attempts to 
attribute their feelings and motives to 
oedipal complexes.^ No attempt is 
made to acknowledge that ^fadical 
critiques are quite often serious and 
warrant serious attention, and tiiey are 
convenientiy ignored.^ 
(iii) Studies of the Urban distribution of 
poverty withoutiquestionning that in. 
WW ^^^u^^^^^i^^^T^Ts^^^^^^^n^ 
such an egalitarian society as Daniel 
BelP would have you believe this is, 
there are close to a million Australians 
living in misery and impoverished 
squalor. 
(iv) Studies of the effect of televised 
political messages without for a 
moment questionning that these mess-
ages are always a combination of lies, 
distortions, double-think and the 
senile drivel of megelomaniacs.8 
(v) Leisurely academic dissertations about 
the alleged "violence" of the Aus-
tralian peace movement while seeming 
convenientiy oblivious to the bar-
barism and slaughter being perpetrated 
in the name of freedom in Indo 
ChinaS 
(vi) Attributing by way of scholariy 
explanation some weird, mystical, 
symbolic nature to significant events. 
For instance quaint theorizing about 
the reasons why the Klu Klux Klan 
born crosses. This type of dissertation 
is politically safe as it ignores the fact 
that a race war of unsurpassed 
magnitude is looming in America.i o 
(vii) Studies of the incidence, frequencyi' 
etc, of criminal behaviour without any 
attempt to define 'criminal' or to 
theorize whether diviant behaviour 
may be a product of a deviated 
society.12 
The common factor in all these examples is 
the isolation of problem from human 
context. The effect is studied in isolation 
from the social facts surrounding and 
influcndng it. A question that now bears 
asking is: does this type of study help us to 
understand human problems and help us to 
face them. 
This question must be answered in the 
negative if you believe tiiis society to be 
fundamentally aberrant. For the very silence 
and inaction of academics allows:-
"the whole threatening violent and de 
humanising capitalist-technological world to 
grind, murder and disiccate all around 
them . . . the privatised reciprocities of the 
intellectual 'high cultures' will continue, the 
very methods of discussioti completely 
determined, dominated and internally struct-
ured by all the impersonalising features of 
the society of which they vainly hope to be 
diagnostic rather than symptomatic".'' 3 
It is not enough to admit that eco-disaster is 
very likely, that racism, poverty and 
imperialism are combining and causing 
^nocide in the Third World and that 
Australia is not free and democratic but 
totalitarian and repressive. 
It is morally dishonest to define a problem 
as existing and then offer no ideas for 
implementing action for change. Free debate 
and the "critical University" are meaningless 
terms unless one allows that after a person 
anives at a poation he may want to act to 
persuade others that the problem exists and 
' theri to act on the problem. 
Chomsky sums up the role intellectuals must 
play-
"For a privileged minority. Western demo-
cracy provides the leisure, the facilities and 
the training to seek the truth lying hidden 
behind the veil of distortion and misrepre-
sentation, ideology, and class interest 
through which the events of current history 
are presented to us."i 4 
Unless intellectuals are willing to accept that 
the earth is suffering from a variety of 
terminal diseases a gigantic, blackened, 
blistered, corpse that was once the home of 
man will result. 
A fitting memorial to Professors Cowen, 
Hughes and Western. 
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for worM survival: 
a Ilea In such condition, a time of Warre, diere is no place for Industry; because the fruit thereof is uncertain: and consequently no Culture of the Earth, no navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be imported by sea; no commodious Building; no Instruments of moving, and removing such things as require much force; no Knowledge of the face of the Earth; no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no Society; and which is worst of alt, continual feare, and danger of violent death; And the life of man, solitary, poore, nasty, 
brutish, and short" 
Thomas Hobbes. Leviathan 
"The global polluting and exploiting 
activities of the DCs (Developed countries) 
are even more serious than their internal 
problems. Spaceship earth is now filled to 
capacity or beyond and is running out of 
food. And yet the people travelling first class 
are, without thinking, demolishing the ships' 
already overstrained life-support systems. 
The food-producing mechanism is being 
sabotaged. The devices that maintain the 
atmosphere are being turned off. The 
temperature-control system is being altered 
at random. Thermo-nuclear bombs, poison 
gases, and super germs have been manu-
factured and stockpiled by people in the few 
first-class compartments for possible future 
use against other first-class passengers in 
their competitive struggle for dwindling 
resources-or perhaps even against the 
expectant but weaker masses of humanity in 
steerage. But, unaware that there is no one 
at the controls of their ship, many of the 
passengers ignore the chaos or view it with 
cheerful optimism, convinced that every-
thing will turn out all right." 
Paul R. Ehrlich,Anne H. Ehriich 
-Population, Resources, Environment. 
-Issues in human ecology. 
W. H. Freeman and Co. San Francisco, 1970. 
This article is written in the belief that there 
is now every reason to believe that unless 
there is a rapid re-deployment of human 
concern, intelligence and material resources 
on a world wide scale we are heading, in the 
near future, for disasters unparrelled in 
human history. We are headed for a situation 
that will approximate to that outlined above 
by Hobbes as obtaining in what he called "a 
time of Warre". It is written in the belief 
that almost nothing is being done on the 
scale required either here, or throughout the 
worid, to deal with this crisis? If is written in 
the hope and belief that It lies within our 
power as a race to meet this challenge if we 
want to. 
SOME MAIN ISSUES 
In a brief article such as this it is not possible 
to do more than refer to some of the central 
problems that face us. 1 cannot give the 
detailed evidence to back up my judgment 
of the seriousness of^the problems. For those 
who want some of the evidence in 
reasonably short form see the Ehrlich's 
book. 
The principal crises facing us can be placed 
under three headings. 
First, that concerned with the disruption of 
the worlds ecosystems connected witii 
overpopulation, pollution, overexploitation 
of the earth's natural resources etc. 
Second, the internal crisis developing in 
developed countries like U.S., Australia, 
U.K., Russia which arises out of such things 
as the gross disparities in these countries of 
wealth and power (gross disparities that 
mirror the gross injustices of distribution 
between tiie rich nations and the poor 
nations). ' . . . . . . . . • 
Third, the growing sense of alienation, 
impotence, meaninglessness experienced by 
citizens in the developed countries which is 
slowly but surely (and in some countries like 
the U.S. not so slowly) undermining the 
conditions for the continuation of any 
ordered, stable and worthwhile society. 
It will be apparent that these divisions are to 
an extent arbitrary. For one thing the 
problems are certainly, at least in some 
important ways. Interconnected. As I will 
make clear later in the article any serious 
attempt, for example, to deal with the 
eco-systems' crisis must involve profound 
changes in the national and international 
political, social, and economic institutions 
the existence of which, in their present 
forms, are certainly connected with the 
problems listed under headings two and 
three. Despite this interconnexion I think it 
is worthwhile making the above separation if 
only for tiie reason that doing so makes it 
easier to outline the Issues. It may also have 
the advantage of enabling some people to 
agree that the eco-system issue is a real crisis 
but to doubt the validity of the issues 
clustered under headings two and three. 
To turn then to the eco-systems crisis. I 
begin with the summary of their conclusions 
offered by the Ehrllchs in their splendid 
book Population, Resources, Environment. 
They write: 
1. Considering present technology and 
patterns of behaviour our plant Is 
grossly overpopulated now. 
2. The large absolute number of people 
and the rate of population growth are 
major hindrances to solving human 
problems. 
3. The limits of human capability to 
produce food by conventional means 
have very nearly been reached. Problems 
of supply and distribution already have 
resulted in roughly half of humanity 
being undernourished or malnourished. 
Some 10-20 million people are stan/ing 
to death annually now. 
4. Attempts to increase food production 
further will tend to accelerate the 
deterioration of our environment, which 
in turn will eventually reduce the 
capacity of the Earth to produce food. 
It is not clear whether environmental 
decay has now gone so far as to be 
essentially irreversible; it is possible that 
the capacity of the planet to support 
human life has been permanently 
impaired. Such technological "success-
es," as automobiles, pesticides, and 
inorganic nitrogen fertilizers are major 
causes of environmental deterioration. 
5. There is reason to believe that popula-
tion growth increases the probability of 
a lethal worldwide plague and of a 
thero-nuclear war. Either could provide 
an undesirable "death rate solution" to 
the population problem; each is potenti-
ally capable of destroying civilization 
and' even of driving- Homo sapiens 'to' 
extinction. 
6. There is no technological panacea for 
the complex of problems composing the 
population-food-environment crisis, al-
though technology, properly applied in 
such areas as pollution abatement, 
communications, and fertility control 
can provide massive assistance. The 
basic solutions involve dramatic and 
rapid changes in human attitudes, 
especially those relating to reproductive 
behavior, economic growth, technology, 
the environment, and conflict resolu-
tion. 
This summary coming after a thorough 
documentation of the evidence in the bulk 
of the book puts before us quite clearly the 
principal issues facing us in this area. I 
simply want to bring out, by way of 
comment, a few matters connected with the 
above points. First, the developed countries 
(DCs) of which we are one, by and large, are 
an enclave of approximately 450 million 
well fed people living in comparative luxury 
in a worid containing another 2,400 million 
people who are, by and large, under-
nourished, malnourished, or in other ways 
deficientiy fed and generally poor. 
"In 1967 the Presidents Science Advisory 
Committee Panel on The World Food 
Supply estimated that 20% of the people in 
the underdeveloped countries (which include 
two-thirds' of tiie world population) were 
undernourished (that is, were not receiving 
enough calories per day) and that 60% were 
malnourished (seriously lacking in one or 
more essential nutrients most commonly 
protein). This means that as many as a 
billion and a half people are either 
undernourished or malnourished. Other 
estimates place the number of 'hungry' 
people at more than 2 billion. Of these an 
estimated half billion can be described as 
chronically hungry or starving. These num-
bers do not include the hungry and 
malnourished millions in the lower economic 
strata of developed countries such as the 
United States . . . " (Ehrlichs. P67) 
and again: 
"Deaths from starvation and malnutrition 
are commonplace. Of the 60 million deaths 
that occur each year, between 10 and 20 
million are estimated to be the result of 
starvation or malnutrition. (Ehrlichs. P72,) 
and again: 
" . . . the infant mortality rate in poor 
countries is 4 to 8 tjmes higher than that in 
the United States, which is by no means the 
world's lowest. The preschool mortality rate 
has been considered the best indication of 
the nutritional level of a population, since 
children of this age are usually no longer 
protected by nursing and therefore the most 
susceptible segment of the papulation. In 
many parts of Latin America, Asia, and 
Africa these rates are IQ to 40 times higher 
than in the U.S. There is no question that at 
least half of these deaths are basically due to 
malnutrition (usually protein stan/ation.) 
(Ehriichs. P73.) 
So there are huge deathrates already due to 
malnutrition and there is a terrible im-
balance between the food available to people 
in the DCS as against the UDC. I do not wish 
to labour the point. There is a mass of 
further documentation in the Ehriichs book. 
But could these problems be solved simply 
by a fair distribution of the worids goods? 
The answer of the Ehriichs is a firm no. The 
problems of feeding the earths peoples 
cannot be solved without population con-
trol. As they put it. (Page 208). 
"By virtually every standard the world Is 
already overpopulated, and there is consider-
able evidence that, even if every unwanted 
birth were avoided, the global population 
will grow. In order to achieve population 
control, extraordinary changes in human 
attitudes—attitudes produced by eons of 
biological and cultural evolution-will have 
to occur. These changes will inevitably 
trouble mens minds; death control goes with 
the grain, but birth control goes against it. 
Changing people's views on birth control and 
family size to coincide with the goal of a 
better future for all mankind is one of the 
greatest challenges humanity has ever 
faced." 
and finally, (page 322) 
"Population control is absolutely essential if 
the problems now facing mankind are to be 
solved, it is not, however, a panacea. If 
population growth were halted immediately, 
virtually all other human problems-poverty, 
racial tensions, urban blight, environmental 
decay, warfare-would remain. The situation 
is best summarized in the statement 
'whatever your cause, its a lost cause 
without population control."' • 
So according to the Ehriichs the eartii is 
already overpopulated and growing more so 
each day. It is clear that if they are correct 
then in the near future, failing some world 
action there must be massive disasters such 
as famines, wars, plagues etc. (We have 
already noted that millions already die of 
malnutrition each year-how big must a 
disaster get before it is "massive". A 
thousand white Australians perhaps?). 
In the light of all this what then is being 
done to meet this situation? The answer 
again is that no adequate world wide, or 
even individual nationwide, response has 
been forthcoming. The truth is that most 
people, including most "educated" people, 
are unaware of the nature of the problem. 
No government or country has faced up to 
the issues in a serious way. No major part of 
the world's material, intellectual and 
spiritual resources is being directed to 
understanding the problems let alone trying 
in a serious way to solve these problems. 
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The upshot is that, as I said earlier, the 
world community is drifting steadily into a 
disaster area even if we allow that the 
present, in which as we have noted millions 
already die each year from stan/ation. Is not 
such a time. 
1 have no time to do more than refer to the 
pollution issue. Suffice it to say that the 
principle academic authorities regard pol-
lution as linked to the population explosion, 
that they regard it as already very dangerous 
and alarming, and that they do not think It 
is being tackled seriously. In fact, they 
believe that each year the menace grows 
greater, through neglect of serious efforts to 
combat it. 
Before I complete this section of the article I 
want to highlight one last point. The 
developed countries are at present chewing 
up the worlds raw materials at an incredible 
rate. Here are some quotes from the Ehriichs 
tiiat illustrate this, (Ehriichs. P61). 
"By 1961 we, (the U.S.), were importing 
more than 90 percent of our nickel and 30 
percent of our copper. In general, the United 
States is highly dependent on foreign sources 
for most of its basic industrial raw materials, 
except bituminous coal (for instance, in 
1966 we mined 52.209,000 metric tons of 
iron ore, but we consumed 131,314,000 
metric tons of steel). At the same time our 
industrial production and affluence have 
reached unprecedented levels, far beyond 
the highest levels theoretically possible for 
the UDCs. Our national per capita income is 
some 33 times that of India, and both our 
per capita gross national product and our per 
capita steel production are more than 50 
times that of India. Our per capita steel 
consumption (production plus imports 
minus exports) is some 667 times that of 
Indonesia, 133 times that of Pakistan, 83 
times that of Ceylon, 23 times that of 
Colombia, 10 times that of Mexico, 2 times 
that of France and Switzeriand, 1.8 times 
that of Japan, 1.7 times that of the United 
Kingdom and Russia, and marginally (3 
percent) higher than that of our nearest 
rival, Sweden. The United States in 1966 
accounted for well over a third of the worid's 
tin consumption, well over a fourth of its 
phosphate, potash and nitrogenous fertilizer 
consumption and half of its newsprint and 
synthetic rubber (produced from a variety of 
resources), more than a fourth of its steel, 
and about a fifth of its cotton. Estimates of 
the total American utilization of raw 
materials currently run as high as 50 percent 
of the world's consumption, with a pro-
jection of current trends to about 80 percent 
around 1980. Probably 30. percent and 50 
percent would be more realistic figures, but 
in any event our consumption is far beyond 
our "share" on a basis of population. We 
number less than 6 percent of the world's 
people." 
Several comments suggest themselves 
arising out of this passage. First the 
share of the world's resources being used to 
bolster the developed nations' standards of 
living-for their elites-is grossly unjust. 
Second, to raise the present worlds popula-
tion to the standards enjoyed In the DCs 
appears to be impossible since it would very 
probably denude the world of its mineral 
resources.2 Third, the DCs despite this 
'want to increase the rate of domestic 
consumption of non-renewable resources far 
above that of 1 9 7 0 . . . " God help us-how 
insane can we get!! Fourth, the DCs are 
making no concerted efforts to help the 
UDCs to reach an adequate human standard 
of living. 
1 hope that from the above it will be clear, at 
least In outline, something of the nature of 
the crisis facing the world in the area of 
population, pollution, environment. 
I want now to go on to the second section 
of this article in which 1 briefly refer to what 
seems to me to be some of the chief 
Implications for the world of taking this 
story seriously. I mean, of course, the 
Ifnpllcations for those who wish to confront 
these challenges with a view to reaching 
solutions which will, minimally, allow for 
tho continuation of the whole human race 
in world conditions of a decent human life 
W a l l mankind. 
THE GREATEST NEED 
At the highest level what is needed is what 
can be tenmed as social philosophy for the 
21st century. That is, a social philosphy that 
unifies moral and political theory in such a 
way that it states and defends overiding 
value goals for the human race at this point 
in time, in the light of the major challenges 
facing the human race today and for the 
forseeabie future. The formulation of such a 
social philosophy in both its theoretical 
aspects and its practical applications Is a very 
urgent intellectual and spiritual task facing 
the worid intellectual community. 
The present writer, who is a philosopher 
mainly concerned with moral, political and 
social philosophy, has for the past few years 
been trying to formulate such a social 
philosophy. It is most encouraging to me to 
see that the biologists coming at the world 
problems from the standpoint of their 
disciplines see that the problems facing us 
concerning population etc. cannot be solved 
merely by technology. An essential part of 
the solution must be a big change in world, 
moral/sopial values and attitudes and such 
changes must speedily be embodied in a new 
social philosophy which In turn must be 
embodied in radically altered social orders. 
(I am not speaking of a casual order of 
priorities-we must seek at the same time to 
make clear to the world the issues, state a 
new social philosophy and start changing the 
institutions). 
In order to illustrate the urgent need for a 
new social philosophy let me give some 
demanding little or notiiing in the way of 
change in human values or ideas of morality. 
In our day (though not in earlier times) 
technical solutions are always welcome. 
Because of previous failures in prophecy, it 
takes courage to assert that a desired 
technical solution is not possible, Wiesner 
and York exhibited this courage; publishing 
in a science journal, they insisted that the 
solution to the problem was not be be found 
in the natural sciences. They cautiously 
qualified their statement with the phrase, "It 
is our considered professional judgment.,," 
Whether they were right or not is not the 
concern of the present article. Rather, the 
concern here is with the important concept 
of a class of human problems which can be 
called "no technical solution problems," 
and, more specifically, with the indent-
ification and discussion of one of these,"3 
He goes on to make clear that he regards the 
population problem and the issues centrally 
connected with it as a problem for which 
there is no technical solution, it demands 
rather, as 1 remarked above, a fundamental 
reorientation of human attitudes which are 
embodied in moralities and social philoso-
phies. 
Here are tiie Ehriichs: (P.256) 
"No form of population control, even the 
most coercove and repressive, will succeed 
for long unless individuals understand the 
need for It and accept the idea that 
humanity must limit its numbers. Therefore, 
the ultimate key to population control lies 
in changing human attitudes concerning 
• , \ 
1: 
quotes from, as they say, eminent scientists. 
In his,^ article The Tragedy of the Commons 
(an article based on his presidential address 
to the Pacific Division of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science) Garrett Hardin, Professor of 
biology at the University of California argues 
that the population problem and its 
connected issues cannot be solved without a 
fundamental extension of morality. He 
begins his article this way: 
"At the end of a thoughtful article on the 
future of nuclear war, Wiesner and York (1) 
concluded that: "Both sides in the arms race 
a r e . . . confronted by the dilemma of 
steadily increasing military power and 
steadily decreasing national security. It is 
our considered professional judgment that 
this dilemma has no technical solution. If 
the great powers continue to look for 
solutions in the area of science and 
technology only, the result will be to worsen 
the situation." 
I would like to focus your attention not on 
the subject of the article (national security 
in a nuclear world) but on the kind of 
conclusion they reached, namely that there 
is no technical solution to the problem. An 
' implicit and almost universal assumption of 
discussions published in professional and 
semi-popular scientific journals.is that the 
problem under discussion has al technical 
solution. A technical solution may be 
defined as one that requires a change only in 
the techniques of the natural sciences, 
reproductive behaviour and goals in all 
societies. Achieving this throughout the 
world would be a gigantic task even if it 
became the worlds first-priority goal, as 
many believe it should." 
(emphasis mine) 
But It is by no means just attitudes and 
values towards population that must change 
-and the changes be embodied in a social 
philosophy-it will require profound changes 
in our attitudes to our social, political, 
economic and educational institutions and 
their present goals and structures. 
Here Is Rene Dubos (Science, 14th Nov. 
1969. Quoted In Ehriich). 
"The ecological constraints on population 
and technological growth will inevitably lead 
to social and economic systems different 
from the ones in which we live today. In 
order to survive, mankind will have to 
develop what might bo called a steady state. 
The steady state formula is-so different from 
the philosophy of endless quantitative 
growth, which has so far governed Western 
civilization, that it may cause widespread 
public alarm." 
and again the Ehriichs {P.259) 
"A change in the attitudes of individuals is 
the key to population control and to many 
other measures necessary for the ameliora-
tion of the population-environment 
crisis... Changes in our sodal, political, and 
economic institutions are also essential. Our 
problems cannot be solved by destroying our 
existing institutions, however; we do not 
have the time or the wisdom to dismantle 
them and put them back together again in 
better ways. But these institutions must be 
successfully altered-and soon-or they and 
we will not survive. Whether significant 
changes in attitudes and institutions can 
occur fast enough to effect mankinds 
destiny is an open question." 
(emphasis mine) 
Again, the recent book by the Australian 
Nobel Prize winner Macfarlane Burnet 
presupposes big changes in attitudes and 
values if the population-environment crisis 
is to be dealt with. Here is a quote from 
Brunet in which this point is Implicit and 
which leads on to a further way of 
illustrating the issue. 
"Environmental damage, pollution, the need 
forthe conservation of wild life-It is a group 
of problems relatively easy to dis-
cuss . . . Uthant knows, and Dr, Candau 
(Director-General of WHO) knows that 
conservation of the worlds resources and 
control of world health are futile in the 
long-run unless population is stabilized and 
brought down to a tolerable level and until 
the likelihood of major war is reduced to 
vanishing point. Not so many will agree with 
me that there is a final requirement almost 
equally essential, that technological progress 
and national growth be slowed down and the 
effort turned to the civilization of^  the 
underdeveloped countries ofthe world." 
Dominant Mammal Burnet. Page 166 
(Emphasis Mine) 
The lines emphasised bring me to yet 
another way of indicating the profound 
changes necessary in attitudes/values that will 
be necessary, especially in some of our DCs 
and their institutions. 
Consider the implications of what is 
contained in these quotes from the Ehriichs. 
'Although the major political division of our 
time-that between capitalist and communist 
worlds- is thought to be based on 
differences in economic Ideology, the actual 
differences are relatively few. In fact, a 
major cause of humanity's current plight lies 
not in the economic differences between the 
two superpowers, but in the economic 
attitudes that they have in common. 
In much of the world-indeed, in all 
countries with any- aspirations towards 
"modernization", "progress", or "develop-
ment"-a general economic index of ad-
vancement is growth of the gross national 
product (GNP). The GNP is the sum of 
personal and government expenditure on 
goods and sen/ices, plus expenditure on 
investment. More important than what the 
GNP is, however, it what it is not. It is not a 
measure of the degree of freedom of the 
people of a nation. It is not a measure of the 
health of a population. It is note measure of 
the state of depletion of natural resources. It 
is not a measure of the stability of the 
environmental systems upon which life 
depends. It is not a measure of security from 
the threat of war. It is not, in sum, a 
comprehensive measure of the quality of 
''^ '^ (My emphasis). (EHRLICHS P279) 
I hope that some of the implications of this 
passage are clear. It is saying, amongst other 
things, that the present kind of Identifica-
tion between growth in G.N.P. and Ideas like 
'progress' is crazy, given the way in which 
G.N.P. is defined or understood. It leaves 
out so much that is now crucial for the 
world if it is to continue. Happily there are 
some economists who are facing the relevant 
questions. Again from the Ehriichs: (page 
282). 
Why should " . , . the G.N.P, grow for-
ever? . , . As John Kenneth Galbraith points 
out In The New Industrial State, it would be 
entirely logical to set limits on the amount 
of product a nation needs, and then to strive 
to reduce the amount of work required to 
produce such a product (and one might add 
to see that the product is much more 
equitably distributed than It Is today). But, 
of course, such a programme would be a 
threat to some of the most dealy held beliefs 
of our 'society,, It would attack the 
Protestant ethic which insists that one must 
mtffSuuSSSSjSmxuS U'ii''i'idilSi'iiifi'i'[<si^J^.^^i^i;i,l^^^^^^^ 
be kept busy on the job for 40 hours a week. 
Economist Kenneth C. Boulding has begun 
to develop an exciting set of economic 
concepts dealing with the population-
resource-environment crisis, by recognizing 
the existence of biological and physical 
limitations to growth. In "The economics of 
the Coming Spaceship Earth", he described 
the need to shift our present 'cowboy 
economy', in which botii consumption and 
production are regarded with great favour, 
and which is "associated with reckless, ex-
ploitative, romantic and violent behaviour", 
to a "spaceman-economy". In the spaceman 
economy there are no unlimited reservoirs, 
either for extraction or pollution, and 
consumption must be minimized. In a 
classical understatement Boulding describes 
the idea that production and consumption 
are bad things as "very strange to econo-
mists". But even economists can change 
, . . . Economists of the next generation may 
be weaned away from their concentration on 
perpetual growth and high production-
consumption and learn, in Bouldings words, 
to measure success in terms of the "nature, 
extent, quality and complexity of the total 
capital stock, including in tiiis the state of 
the human bodies and minds included in the 
system". 
I hope it will be clear that this kind of 
passage is calling for big changes in values 
and attitudes; for example towards such 
things as consumption of goods as a criteria 
of the good life. It also calls for quality of 
life to become a real criterion for deciding 
'economic' questions. 
What 1 have been trying to do in this section 
of the article is to make clear that the 
solution to the present crisis summed up 
under population, resources, environment 
necessitates a change in attitudes and values. 
The crisis cannot be solved merely by 
technical means. I have no space to illustrate 
the way in which 1 think other major 
institutions like government will have to be 
changed to meet this crisls-a social philoso-
phy for the 21st century would contain, as 
one of its theoretical and practical aspects an 
account of this matter-but what 1 want to 
do now is ask, in the last part of this article, 
what can be done by us here to facilitate the 
meeting of this challenge.4 (It will be noted 
that I am neglecting to deal with aspects of 
the crisis I outlined under heading 2 and 3 at 
the beginning of the article. 1 am forced to 
do this through lack, at.the moment of 
time and space. I will develop these points 
later, perhaps the ommission may have the 
advantage of concentrating discussion on the 
eco-system crisis). 
WHAT CAN BE DONE? 
If one accepts the general drift of the 
argument above the question arises-granted 
one cares about the problem-what can we, 
here in Queensland do to help hieet the 
- challenge? Let me begin by saying that all 
anyone could have at this stage is the hope 
that if the world turns its intelligence, 
concern and material resources to the tasks 
they can be conquered. The tasks are 
immense and daunting, but they also open 
up profound question for human effort and 
intelligence to grapple witii-in a way, 
J' ;proyi<ted;^«fit».n»hatfe'prjetgi^^^ 
challenges open up exciting intellectual, 
moral, and spiritual communal problems and 
tasks. That they do this can itself be a means 
of liberating immense human energies of 
intelligence and concern now trapped in 
various kinds of boredom inertia, ennui, 
trivia, despair and what-have-you. I begin 
this way because it is salutary for us all to 
realize that all great human ventures involve 
ultimately central spiritual notions like faith, 
hope and love. Like all crises of the human 
venture this one, or ones, involves at its 
centre questions like-what can we hope for, 
for ourselves; for the human community? 
-what can we hope for from ourselves and 
from our brothers? and Is what cluster of 
beliefs about man, his condition and 
possibilities does the answer to such 
questions lie. 1 cannot discuss these ques-
tions here but again, any adequate social 
philosophy must discuss such questions, for 
minimally, all social philosophies contain 
assumptions about, and conceptions of, 
mans nature and the human conditions (the 
necessities or alleged necessities of the 
physical and social worid). 
Setting aside the above then, 1 express my 
belief that we can solve these problems both 
,jpf values and technology and affirm my 
Uetermination to try and solve them witii 
other; of a like mind. But granted this what 
might be a reasonable way to start to grapple 
with the issues here in Queensland? 
Many things could be done and no doubt 
should be done but I would like to suggest 
the following as a high, if not top, 
immediate priority. Those of us who see the 
urgency of the issues should at once move to 
set up a body to be called something like 
The Institute for World Survival and 
Advancement (W.S.A.). 
Such an institute would at once begin to 
make known In every way possible to the 
public university, politlcans etc. etc. the 
existence of the problems, the general shape 
of what needs to be done (where this is 
known tiiat is, where It is not known we 
should make that known and call for 
research into those areas as a matter of 
urgency). Initially 1 see W.S.A. publishing, 
holding symposia and conferences. I hope 
that soon it would be able to employ 
full-time research people to research In 
crucial areas. 1 see it linking up with similar 
organizations in Australia and other parts of 
the worid. I see it leading or co-operating In 
the preparation of new curricular for 
university courses designed to bring these 
problems before every university student as 
a central part of his arts, science, engineering 
etc. courses, and to helping develop ways of. 
raising tiiese issues properly in primary and 
high school education. In the longer run it 
may well be that such an institute would 
have, if it were really serious about the 
issues, to raise a new political movement to 
take up these overiding issues in the public, 
political domain. 
It might be asked why do 1 see this W.S.A. as 
a first priority. Some of my reason may be 
clear to many but let me spell some of them, 
out. First, 1 think that a growing number of 
people around the campus and outside it 
realize the nature of the problems but at 
present most are isolated and feel the 
impotence and despair associated with 
isolation in the face of truly giant issues. 
Such an institute in my view, in bringing 
these people together would act as a catalyst 
in strengthening hope that things can be 
done. Second,.we must get knowledge of the 
problems disseminated and to do this we 
need an organization. Thirdly we must 
begin to study the issues seriously and to do 
this we must use various talents right across 
the spectrum of human intelligence. 
Here is what the Ehriichs say about the 
present failure of educational institutions 
around the worid to play a real part In 
solving these issues, 
(Page 264. Ehriichs) 
In the United States and around the worid 
there clearly has been an almost total failure 
to prepare people to understand and make 
decisions relating to the population-
environment crisis. The universities, which 
should be leading the way in education, have 
been too conservative and compart-
mentalized. Unfortunately, most human 
, pi;abiero«»do, jopt, fal l . neatly«into, .such,, 
MtfiiiillliiliiliiiUill^^ 
academic categories as sociology, history, 
economics, demography, psychology, or 
biology; aWl the solutions to these problems 
require the simultaneous application of the 
best ideal from many academic disciplines. 
Our failure to provide a multidisciplinary 
education explains the optimism of many 
physical scientists, economists, technologist, 
and others relative to the environmental 
crisis. 
The above remarks apply with full force to 
all our educational institutions and es-
pecially our universities. The almost total 
failure of the scientific community in this 
university to grapple seriously with any of 
tiie above issues Is obvious. These issues are 
integral to the whole scientific enterprise. 
The fact tiiat the scientific community in? 
this and otiier Australian universities believe, 
most of them quite sincerely, that the 
content of the scientific education they give 
in our universities is unpolitical despite the 
fact that It is manifestiy political is perhaps 
the most blatant example. 
The same kind of criticisms apply to the arts 
fields. Most of the central issues of our time 
are either neglected altogetiier or are 
marginally treated in one department when 
only a multidisciplinary approach could 
tackle the issues in a serious way. 
Needless to say the structures of the 
university-its course requirements, the 
divisions between the departments and the 
arts and sciences etc.-ati make It extemely 
difficult for anyone who wants to try and 
tackle the central issues In an adequate 
way-be he student or teacher. 
Since then, at present, it is virtually 
impossible to study many of the key 
problems that face mankind in a serious way 
in our university, we must try, as best we 
can, to do this in an organization of our 
own-at the same time continuing to urge 
the university in the direction of reality. We 
must press for the radical re-structuring of 
the university to break down the divisions 
between arts and sciences and between 
individual departments so that the widest 
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spectrum of human concern and intelligence 
can be brought to bear on the key problems 
of mankind, and so that the study of such 
problems becomes an essential aspect of the 
formal courses of all university students. 
The above then are some of the reasons why, 
in my view, we need to set up at once an 
institute of the kind indicated. It is my 
intention to hold the inaugural meeting of 
such an institute almost immediately. 
Anyone wishing to take part is welcome to 
contact me. (There are already a number of 
people wishing to join in starting such a 
venture). 
' ' I 
:< 
CONCLUSION. 
What has been the point of this article? It 
has been written in the belief ihat there is a 
world crisis and that one aspect of this crisis 
arises in the field of population, resources, 
environment. The belief that there is a crisis 
in this area is based on reading a number of 
articles and books by acknowledged worid 
authorities in fields like biology, and from 
talking with scientists with whom I am 
acquainted who hold similar views and work 
in related fields. It is also based on my own 
work in otiier areas where I think a crisis is 
developing. It is hardly possible that tiiere is 
no crisis of the sort outlined facing the 
worid, a world that contains now hundreds 
of millions of people hungry and in dire 
poverty is certainly in some kind of crisis. 
However, if we have any doubts about the 
talented men who, writing seriously to us 
from the point of view of their various 
human/intellectual concerns, assert that 
there is a crisis, surely we are committee, at 
the least, to asking seriously in public 
discussion whether what they say is true. If 
what they say is shown to be substantially 
tnje-as I believe it to be-then can it really 
continue to be business as usual around this 
campus, in Queensland, in Australia? 
i 
peter wertheim '^  
april 2nd 1971 ;| 
department of philosophy. ^ 
Footnotes 
1. Needless to say this is not meant to denigrate 
the work of those individuals, groups and 
governments who are trying to do something. 
On the contrary it is aimed at trying to gel the 
world to turn its energies towards the issues on 
a realistic scale. 
2. The Ehriichs present documented evidence to 
support this conclusion and also to outline the 
probable drastic results in terms of pollution. 
3. Garrett Hardin. Tha Tragedy ol the Commons 
Science. Vol. 1621968. 
4. Of course, more than one social philosophy is 
possible. Wc could, for example in the DCs 
continue with our present social philosophies 
which are largely indifferent to the worlds 
needs. I think, if the problems of the world are, 
to be met one necessary condition will be the 
emergence across cultures of a consensus of 
goals and values which will be the content, with 
other things, of a new social philosophy. 
• « « » » ^ » v 
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These two articles continue a series 
rivers of waste 
There was once a time when rivers ran fresh 
and clear, wfhen their waters, continually 
cleansed by Inbuilt processes, valuably 
served the needs of stream-side communities. 
Requirements for drinking, washing, bathing 
and for such industry as existed were drawn 
from above the towns while wastes and 
sewage were safely deposited below. Because 
the volume of stream water was large and 
size of riverbank communities small, micro-
bial flora assisted by dilution adequately 
coped with the load. 
However, small towns inevitably grow large, 
while rivers cannot. Industry, with its 
insatiable appetite for water and its capacity 
for turning out waste sounded the eventual 
death knell for pure, clear stream water. 
As human populations spread, the quest for 
supplies of fresh water becomes one of 
increasing urgency. Rivers are reaching the 
limits of their usefulness as more and more 
they are pressed into service as industrial and 
municipal sewers: ground water stores are 
dwindling from overexploitation and in 
places are contaminated with brine; rain 
water is polluted by sulphuric acid, lead and 
radioactive dusts even before it touches the 
ground; our only recourse for the future 
may be to distill all supplies from the 
oceans. Towards this end, scientists have 
been experimenting with various purification 
devices. Nowadays desalination is not some 
desert island pipedream; at Florida Keys, at 
Roswell, New Mexico and at scores of other 
locations round the globe it is already a 
functioning reality. 
However, for reasons of comparative high 
cost, desalination must remain a last-ditch 
resort. Fortunately, ground water stores 
have not yet passed beyond the hope of 
restoration, not streams the hope of 
recovery. It will, nevertheless, require 
stringent measures to rehabilitate them to 
their virgin state. It is not often realised that 
streams possess a self-cleaning capacity. 
Medieval communities remained free from 
pollution, not because they showed scrupu-
lous care with their waste (we know very 
well that they did not), but because natural 
pathways of breakdown could more than 
accommodate the quantities involved. Dilu-
tion, often seen as the cure in this process, 
actually only renders it viable. Subsequent 
degradation facilitated by dilute media is the 
vital step to repurification. 
At sewerage outfalls, organic wastes are 
attacked rapidly by bacteria which degrades 
them to a multitude of simpler molecules. 
Protozoa devour the bacteria while the 
products of bacterial metabolism serve as 
food substances for algae. Aquatic insects, 
snails and other small invertebrates feed on 
the protozoa and also on the algae, but soon 
fall victim to predatory fish. Large fish eat 
small fish and are In turn eaten by man. In 
this way a food chain is established leading 
by steps from the lowest to the highest 
forms of life. For the chain to persist, 
optimal concentrations of dissolved oxygen 
are required. The oxygen saturation level of 
water lies in the range 8-10 parts per million 
depending upon its temperature. Addition of 
sewage temporarily decreases the dissolved 
oxygen to 4 or 5 ppm but a return to 
saturation occurs swiftly once degradation is 
complete. Should levels remain depressed for 
long periods as a result of continued 
pollutant addition, fish and the higher forms 
of aquatic life do not survive. Intermediate 
levels, not themselves lethal, render these 
creatures more susceptible to toxins and so 
may accomplish tiie same end. However, 
many bacteria, because of their unique 
enzymic constitution, can metabolize in the 
absence of air- These survive in an 
environment severely depleted of oxygen, 
their anaerobically produced metabolites 
soon causing the water to emit foul odours 
and take on a black, bubbly appearance, 
installations. Australian manufacturers of 
surfactants and detergents are voluntarily 
co-operating to abolish use of ABS in 
household cleansing agents by December 31, 
1971. 
Mineral and Chemical Substances 
Sulphates, other salts, acids and alkalis ar^  
the chemicals of principle interest in this 
category. Of them, the one evoking most 
widespread concern is a substance with 
which we are all very familiar though in a 
different context: sodium chloride or corn-
mon salt. Its polluting action is manifest In 
ground water stores and is an indirect 
consequence of extravagant fresh water 
usage. Normally, continued seepage of fresh 
water into the sea inhibits any flow of salt 
water in the reverse direction. However, 
when the water table drops, as happens 
when extreme demands are placed on 
ground stores, sea water can creep in at a 
higher level and result in severe contamina-
tion. To balance the rates of use and 
restoration, some authorities have recom-
mended discharging purified sewer effluent 
into unused wells. This has already been 
attempted with some success on Long 
Island, California. 
A number of toxic metalic ions have been 
detected in river waters. These include 
copper, zinc, and lead in districts where 
refining is carried out and arsenic and 
mercury in districts where agricultural 
run-off swells catchment flow. Mercury, in 
particular, shows all the signs of becoming a 
number one hazard, since it is used widely in 
the manufacture of polyvinyl chloride 
plastic and as a fungicidal seed dressing. 
Deatiis of almost 100 Japanese were 
recorded when fish caught In mercury 
polluted waters were eaten. 
Paper and paperboard factories evolve a 
"sulphate liquor" which contains non-
fibrous residues from the cooking process. 
These are rich in organic constituents and if 
disposed of into rivers immediately send the 
B.O.D. way beyond acceptable limits. 
However, it's been found that once in 
concentrated form the liquor functions well 
In place of asphalt in road-making, and a 
second application could be developed in 
irrigating certain types of crops. 
Ocean oil carriers must regularly wash out 
their tanks. Normally this is completed 
during the return leg of the delivery 
round-trip by pumping in sea water, then 
pumping it back out again. A 30,000 ton 
tanker (a small one by international 
standards) loses in this way and by leaks and 
minor accidents 300 tons of oil on every 
voyage. Theoretically this has the potential 
for covering 1,200 miles of ocean in.a 
continuous greasy film. If an accident occurs 
at sea the results are not catastrophic but 
most often the mishaps take place close 
inshore. Should a tanker run aground or 
otherwise come to grief, the greater part or 
the- whole of its load may be lost. In these 
cases, wild life invariably suffers destruction 
and as well beaches are soaked in oil and 
clothing and small boats painted black. 
Apparently the bird populations do recover 
though it takes two or three seasons. Yet as 
the tonnage of oil tankers soar exponential-
ly the nurhber of accidents may be expected 
to follow suite. Can wild life survive 
repeated devastation? Sinking spilt oil with 
detergents doesn't solve the problem, it only 
hides it from view. Burning off contributes 
to air pollution and so is scarcely a better 
proposition. The most satisfactory answer is 
to pump the oil into air-dropped bladders or 
a stand-by ship as quickly as possible. 
Sediments 
Silt is a natural forni of pollution which has 
plagued man's efforts at municipal and 
agricultural drainage from the eariiest times. 
The Romans who had constructed a 
sophisticated sewage system in the imperial 
capital great difficulty in maintaining the 
conduits free of obstruction. Modern 
civilizations have similar troubles with their 
rivers. When clean-sweep grubbing removes 
every vestage of growth from new land the 
fine surface soils are free to blow with 
the wind and wash away in the run-off. 
The erosion may be checked by contour 
ploughing and selective planting but often 
the farmers are ignorant and do not realise 
the havoc they cause. Real estate developers 
are likewise culpable for they irresponsibly 
denude the landscape merely to reduce 
subdivision costs. 
The oxygen utilization of a pollutant sample 
released in water is technically described by 
its Biochemical Oxygen Demand (B.O,D.)-a 
quantitative measure of Its oxygen require-
ment over a five day incubation period at 20 
deg. C. in the dark. This concept is a most 
valuable one in comparing the efficiency of 
sewage treatment works and in assessing the 
extent of other types of pollution. It is 
therefore widely used. Any pollutant which 
Is biodegraded will decrease the oxygen 
concentration of water and hence increase 
its B.O.D. rating. However many substances 
are extremely resistant to bacterial attack 
and owe their unsavoury reputation to 
inherent toxicity or infectivlty. The U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare has listed eight discrete classes of 
water pollution: 
Sewage 
In the United States almost 20 million 
people were still discharging raw sewage into 
waterways in the middle 1960's. Countless 
municipalities have never bothered to go 
further than the primary treatment of sewer 
effluent. Problems are aggravated in towns 
and cities where storm water empties 
directiy into sewers for flash storms overioad 
the conduits causing sewage including fecal 
matter to be deposited in the streets or 
flushed into streams untreated. 
Infectious Agents 
Where fecal matter is disposed of directiy 
into streams the risk of contamination by 
disease organisms is considerable. A wide-
spread cholera epidemic which swept Lon-
don in 1831 was traced to a sewage outlet 
discharging its contents three yards from a 
water company intake pipe..Disease agents 
responsible for cholera, typhoid fever, 
dysentry, hepatitis, polio, gastroenteritis, 
diptheria and viral infections may be carried 
in the waste from hospitals and slaughter 
houses. Abbattoirs are particularly implicated 
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on environmental pollution compiled anj written by Alistair Inglis. 
for generally their offal is jettisoned as is, 
into the nearest river. »^  
Plant Nutrients 
Phosphate and nitrate fertilizers meant for 
agriculture wind up stream water when poor 
cultivation metiiods and irresponsible real 
estate development result in soil erosion. 
Algae and sea weeds make as good use of the 
nutrients as would have the crops for which 
they were intended. Flourishing with im-
mense profusion they soon cause the water 
to become black grovvth. Being photo-
synthetic organisms, however, they still 
require sunlight Deprived of this their 
deeper layers die and sink to the bottom as 
decaying, soupy ooze. Immediately the 
B.O.D. begins rising. The North American 
Aviation Company has attempted han/esting 
the algae before they die, and feeding tiiem 
to chickens. In this venture they have met 
with considerable success but it Is unlikely 
tiiat a satisfactory solution lies In this 
direction. The possibility of founding a 
stable industry on an unpredictable growth 
rate In balance Is remote. Ultimately erosion 
must be checked, especially in those areas 
where agricultural lands are being turned 
over to housing. The best we may hope for is 
that overgrowth be diminished to a level 
where the self-cleaning properties of streams 
and lakes can become fully operative. 
Organic Chemicals 
Soft chemicals are quickly broken down to 
simpler substances which are of no danger to 
aquatic life, but the hard chemicals such as 
pesticides and the phenols derived from 
distillation of petroleum and coal products 
resist degradation and are conseqentiy 
deadly even in small concentrations. The 
hard detergents fall Into a somewhat 
different class for they are not known to be 
a threat to man, animals or fish. They 
nevertheless constitute a pronounced aes-
thetic nuisance and a safety hazanJ for small 
craft which literally become submerged 
beneath the mountains of foam. The 
principle non-biodegradable surfactant used 
in detergents is alkyl benzene sulph orate 
(ABS). It is the branching shape of the ABS 
molecule which is responsible for its 
undesirable characteristics. Bacteria which 
would otherwise chew it to small harmless 
pieces are foiled when they reach the branch 
points. Obviously a linear molecule is called 
for and this has in fact been developed as 
Linear Alkylate Sulphonate (LAS) an agent 
compromising the properties of biodegrada-
bility and hard water tolerance. However, 
even LAS has its deficiencies for it cannot 
be digested by anaerobic bacteria such as 
may predominate in inefficient septic 
Radioactive Substances 
In American and Britain the greatest 
radioactive pollution comes from uranium 
processing and atomic reactors. Other 
sources, such as medical laboratories and 
hospitals contribute very ininor amounts. 
This topic is considered In more detail 
elsawha^. 
Heat and Thermal Pollution 
'•'Mostiy this emanates from the heat ex-
change systems of power stations. Once 
more, it Is a subject dealt with more fully, 
later. 
Broadly speaking, then, we can assign 
pollutants to one of two categories: tiiose 
that are degradable given sufficient oxygen, 
and those which persist. In the absence of 
special precautions, both are dealt with 
identically: by dilution. In a growing 
society, dilution of non-degradable waste is a 
poor means of disposal, because increasing 
loads are forever nibbling at safety margins. 
For this reason, perslstbrs should no longer 
be disposed of into waterways, and care 
should be taken to ensure they do not arrive 
there by accident. Dumping at sea may be a 
satisfactory alternative from the standpoint 
of contamination but often this means 
wasting exhaustible resources. Recycling is 
the more attractive proposal where this is 
feasible. 
Organic wastes are seldom reusable, but 
usually they can be degraded by stream 
biota. Here dilution Is certainly the key, and 
various techniques have been proposed to 
extend the diluting capacities of rivers. 
Storage of waste until periods of high, stream 
flow ensures that when released they will be 
dispersed through the maximum possible 
volume of water. A more constructive 
operation is to pre-treat wastes so as to 
reduce their B.O.D. to minimal levels prior 
to discharge. Special digestion plants have 
been constructed to accomplish this in the 
most efficient ways possible. Approaching 
the situation from the other end, attempts 
are being made here and there to augment 
stream flow by releasing vast quantities of 
dammed water at regular intervals. The cost 
of dam building is very great and often the 
benefits don't flow proportionately. In one 
instance it was shown that the cost of fully 
repurifying one large American river using 
known methods, would be less than that of 
building the maintaining a single large dam 
to flush out the pollutants. 
The adage that prevention is better than cure 
applies especially to environmental protec-
tion. When the Aswan High Dam was 
constnjcted the only thoughts in mind were 
to provide for irrigation and cheap elect-
ricity and to control flooding. The flooding 
had been a natural means of fertilizing the 
Nile Valley since time immemorial, but it 
was regarded as disruptive. What wasn't 
realised was that nutrients washed down to 
the Nile Delta in the wet season were 
responsible for keeping alive the huge 
sardine shoals there. A fishing industry 
which had been bringing In 18,000 tons of 
sardines a year prior to completion of the 
dam now barely survives on catches of 500 
tons. 
Conjecture and supposition run riot when-
ever scientists try to predict the future for 
our water resources. Everything depends on 
how rapidly we can fill in the information 
vacuum. Clearly three research areas need 
urgent attention. 
Firstiy we should discover the real, as 
compared to the apparent costs of water 
quality deterioration. With this knowledge 
we should have a sounder basis upon which 
to establish water utilization priorities. 
Secondly, integrated systems of water 
quality control must be devised which take 
account of flow rates, water demand, and 
disposal capacities, rather than placing 
single-minded emphasis on treatment 
Lastly we must Investigate new means of 
institutionalizing quality management so 
that desirable changes are in fact encourged 
rather than fnhitited.'.T.'A;-..u!)irroitiiitton"of 
authority among half-a-dozen government 
departments is one sure way to perpetuate 
current dilemmas. 
modern sewerage systems 
Today's average sewerage plant is capable of 
reducing the Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
of raw waste by ninety percent. To achieve 
this result and to eliminate solid matter, 
bacteria and viruses two successive opera-
tions are employed. An initial primary 
ti'eatment removes solids, grease and scum 
by screening, maceration and sedimentation. 
Essentially this is a gravity-dependent step so 
that residual suspended particles are still 
quite evident The nin-off from primary 
settling tanks is mixed with activated sludge 
In the first step of secondary treatment The 
sludge contains a dense population of 
aerobic bacteria which are effective in 
splitting organic matter into fragment 
inorganic molecules. Controlled aeration 
determines the rate of breakdown by 
regulating bacterial metebolism. 
Clarification is effected once again by 
sedimentation. It Is believed that the 
sludge-bom micro-organisms play a rote here 
also by providing large amounts of floccula-
tion-inducing polymer. Whether this be die 
case or not, flocculation occurs readily over 
a period of five or six hours. (This process is 
allowed to take place usually in the aeration 
tanks prior to settling). Effluent, finally 
chlorinated to destroy remaining bacteria, is 
released into a nearby stream or lake or into 
the sea if the site is on a coastline. 
A portion of the liquid sludge Is recirculated 
into the aeration tanks while the reminder is 
concentrated, dried and used for fertilizer or 
landfill. Up to fifty percent of the cost of 
sewerage plant operation may becxpendedon 
removal of the sludge. Various attempts have 
been made to economize on this operation. 
One measure involves the use of methane gas 
evolved by bacterial digestion to provide 
stend-by power for the mechanical opera-
tions. 
Many localities demand a level of effluent 
purity which cannot be achieved by primary 
and secondary treatment alone. Lakes with 
low rates of discharge, particularly, must not 
sen/e as the receptacles for effluent Their 
waters would soon accumulate dangerous 
quantities of pollutant even if the inflow was 
slight 
However, there are otiier reasons why 
greater effluent purity is desirable: Tremend-
ous volumes of water are needed to flush 
waste down sewers-water which then serve 
no other useful function. If restored to a 
substantial degree of cleanliness it could be 
put to industrial use, or even In the ultimate 
process serve for drinking purposes. 
The most dramatic illustration of current 
repurification technology is afforded by the 
Lake Tahoe scheme in California. A 
combination of conventional primary and 
secondary treatment assisted by flocculation 
and phosphate removal with lime, nitrogen 
removal by ammonia stripping, multimedia 
filtration (an innovation using a complex 
filter element of several blended materials) 
organlcs removal by absorption on activated 
carbon, and disinfection by chlorination 
produces water fit for human consumption. 
However, ratiier than recirculate into house-
hold supplies which might still risk leakage 
of unremoved plant nutrients into Lake 
Tahoe, it Is piped 27 miles away to Indian 
Creek Reservoir for irrigation, water sports 
and troutfishing. Elsewhere, similarly treated 
water is percolated through the soil and so 
replenishes ground water stores. 
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IRON BUHERFLY - Metamorphosis 
(ATLANTIC) 
For me tiie sad news of the week was tiie 
announcement of the breakup of one of 
America's most original groups. Iron But-
terfly. The news prompted me to write 
something about their last LP, which, 
despite the uniform excellence of its 
contents, has passed relatively unnoticed 
since its release here some montiis ago. 
Metamorphosis has undoubtedly suffered 
from the reputation tiie group acquired 
from the critical distain directed at three 
earlier, rather mediocre releases.Iron But-
terfly were from the outset a "heavy" group, 
in the best and worst senses of the word. 
Their harmonies and chord changes were 
innovatory and unusual (due to organist 
Doug Ingle's church and classical training), 
the guitar and bass lines were intricate but 
often overembelllshed, and the vocals were 
strong but sometimes forced. But with the 
departure of guitarist Erik Brann, and the 
addition of Mike Pinera and Larry "Rhino" 
Reinhardt, plus Robert Woods EdmuAdson, 
a song-writer of some note. Butterfly 
metamorphosed into a great rock group, 
leaving only one LP worthy of the promise 
of their earlier work. The intricacy of the 
songs on this album stems from simple riffs 
overlaid by harmonic counterpoints, rather 
than riffs played by all instruments In unison 
as in most rock songs. This demonstrates the 
versatility of the two lead guitars as well as 
providing a solid framework for Ingle's 
new-improved vocals (at last he's singing 
naturally!)-for instance in Easy Rider (no 
relation, thank God), Butterfly Bleu and 
New Day. But sublety and simplicity can 
coexist peacefully with complexity, as the 
beautiful songs Soldier in our Town and 
Slower than Guns demonstrate. There isn't a 
single uninteresting moment on this album-
good nevtre for those who were bored or 
simply revolted by the epic inconsequential-
ity of, say, In-aGadda-da-Vida. 
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HENZE. The Raft of the Frigate "Medu-
sa"-Oratorio EDDA MOSER (Sop.) DIE-
TRICH FISCHER-DIESKAU (bar) North 
German Radio Choir, RIAS CHOIR, Mem-
bers of ST. NIKOLAI, HAMBURG BOYS' 
CHOIR, NORTH GERMAN RADIO 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA conducted by 
HANS WERNER HENZE DGG 139428/9 
$11.95 
This work is dedicated to the Cuban 
revolutionary Che Guevara. Its composei; 
Hans Werner Henze, is a member of the 
Socialist German Students League and the 
Extra Parliamentary Opposition. The work's 
premiere was abandoned after possibly the 
most violent scenes in the history of music. 
The performance on December 9, 1968 was 
to have been held at a concert hall in 
Hamburg, Unknovm to the chorus Henze 
had placed a poster of Che Guevara and a 
red flag on the stage. The choir coming onto 
the stage.took one look, chanted "Under the 
red flag sinowe not" and marched off. A 
radio official went to the stage and tore the 
poster down. A group of students carrying 
red flags replaced the poster. At this point 
steel-helmeted riot police came down the 
isles violently ejecting them^ and arresting a 
number including the llbrettest. Henze then 
appeared on stage, said the performance 
would not go on and led a section of the 
audience in a cry of "Ho, Ho, Ho Chi Minh". 
All of this was being broadcast live and as 
the chants faded out a recorded tape taken 
from rehearsals was substituted. It is this 
.tape which is used in the D,G.G. recording. 
The inspiration of the oratorio is Gericault's 
famous painting of the same name. The 
medusa incident concerns French Frigate 
"Medusa'when in 1816 while travelling to 
Fencriffe strikes a reef. The lifeboat contains 
only sufficient space for the officers,and the 
crew of 159 are left to build a raft, which is 
then tied to the lifeboat. When tiie raft 
began to impede the progress of the boat an 
officer severed the rope leaving the raft to 
drift. The crew slowly die from heat and 
thirst When only three are left the chief 
character of the work^Jean Charles,sees a sail 
and waves a red flag but dies before rescue. 
Although the subject is not directly 
concerned with revolution the narrators 
ending words hope that tiie sun/Ivors are 
"returned to the world again: Eager to 
overthrow it." 
The work is for concert hall but Henze 
utilizes the stage for a symbolic representa-
tion of the action. The Ferryman (narrator) 
stands in the centre with Jean-Charles and 
the living crew on the left and Death and the 
dead on the right with the dying crossing the 
stage. 
It is a highly dramatic work, Jean-Charles 
alternations between anger and despair 
contrast vividly with Death's alternations 
between enticement and passion. The music 
strongly reflects the tone of the libretto; as 
the rope is cut the lures of Death 
commence... the ethereal quality of the 
children's singing as they pass into the 
calmer worid of death . . . the eeriness of the 
crew listening to the cries of the dead and in 
their delirium thinking it is the sound of 
rescuers. This is not to deny that the 
declamatory nature of some of the music 
sounds strange upon first hearing,* But as one 
listens more deeply the emotion with which 
Henze writes is felt. 
The performances of the principles and 
chorus are excellent Fischer-Dieskau as 
Jean-Charles sings with astonishing feeling of 
his moods. Edda Moser has 'a suitably 
piercing tone and manages well with the 
difficult music she has to sing. The chorus 
deserves nothing but praise for their full 
blooded singing. 
As expected the recording technique and 
pressing quality is up to D.G.G.'s usual high 
standard. 
j£RIC/lULrS Le Radeau de la M6duse, 
in which the surgeon, Alexandre Corrcard, 
and the surveyor, Henri Savlgny, can be 
seen standing in front of the mast, and 
Jean-Charles, the negro with'ibe red flag, 
figures prominently of top right 
-.< I-J I I k. I A .,- .. # » , » • 
SPRING'S AWAKENING, and the 
renaissance of campus theatre 
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1 want to use the opportunity of a review ot 
Trabble Theatre's first production to say a 
few hopelessly flattering words about the 
state of live theatre on campus. 
And although we should avoid pretentious 
analogies 1 would like to begin by a 
reference to the Elizabethan era. The 
'Golden Age of English Drama' as it has been 
called was Intimately connected with the 
construction of new theatres in London: 
Blackfriars, The -Fortune, etc., as well as 
with the burgeoning climate of Elizabethan 
commerce and the arrival on the scene of the 
odd genius like Jonson, Marlowe, and 
Shakespeare. Why the construction of the 
first theatres in Europe since the days of the 
Roman Empire should have co-incided with 
the arrival of Shakespeare & Co. md a vast 
theatre public is one of those accide/its of 
history that are as difficult to solve as the 
problem of trying to say which of the many 
demerits came first and/or produced the 
others. 
The point I'm trying to make is probably 
now obvious. We've just built ourselves a 
new theatre and on looking round it seems 
that if not 'the whole world' then at least 'all 
the campus is a stage and all the boys and 
girls merely upstaging one another'. Spring's 
Awakening is the first offering of the third 
major campus drama group to appear this 
year. 
We've already seen the debut of Tyrrelt-
Young Inc. and Unique-but there's more to 
come. The sons of Itchingly Twitchingly 
have some goodies in the air and Kings-
Womens usually put on a play at least once a 
season. On top of this the English 
Department stages weekly and very popular 
play-readings and at political high-points it's 
not unusual to see the odd guerilla theatrlng 
on the wings of a crowd. 
I doubt whether any university in Australia 
could boast such an impressive array of eager 
thespians; three major companies and three 
seasonal or ad-hoc groups (not counting the 
'Live' theatre emanating with reasonable 
frequency from our local corridors of 
power). 
But just why all this activity should emerge 
now that we have the theatre and the 
machinery and an Interested public follow-
idg is again difficult to say. 
^he Architects have long been active (and 
successful) and the English Department's 
Modern Drama class if nothing else, brought 
many individuals together who shared a 
common interest. Then again, there have 
always been 'old boys' like Bryan Nason and 
Donald Bachelor-College Players who lifted 
what was originally a student group into 
professional status and achieved the kind of 
competence that eventually provided the 
back-bone for the Queensland Theatre 
Company. 
But I am convinced after a long and 
calculatedly disinterested assessment of the 
situation that the single most important 
decisive factor in the renaissance has been 
me. 
Semper's drama critic, with his unchallenged 
mastery of analytic language, his forte for 
innuendo, the charitable morsel of advice 
dropped here and there, his general bland 
encouragement of the amateur and his bad 
spelling, has pulled more than his weight in 
the launching of what is now a grand 
theatrical endeavour. 
Seated with his customary unobtrusiveness 
(and his free tickets) in tiie bovyels of a 
first-night audience he absorbed the efforts 
of his more creative colleagues pn stege. 
Then chained over a decrepit typevvriter that 
night until the early hours of the moming he 
churned out the phrases that student actors 
and producer wanted to hear-hear. Truly a 
remarkable performance of dogged fidelity 
to the cause of campus theatre. Nor did he 
allow the normal critical jealousy of the 
reviewer for the creative thespian to 
overwhelm his judgement. His policy was 
one of pre-meditated encouragement for any 
local production (particularly if It was 
locally written) no matter how bad. 
And this brings me to the problem at hand. 
Frank Wedekind by all accounts was the 
kind of, almost Wildean figure that biograph-
ers dream about; his father was physician to 
the Sultan of Turkey, young Franklin 
himself was a drop-out from the law faculty 
at. Zurich and afterwards became amongst 
other things a PR man for a company of 
soup-condensers, a secretary to a circus, a 
wandering minstrel, and a bohemian play-
wright. 
Predictably, his plays (in particular the 
Tragedies of Sex: Spring's Awakening, 
Pandora's Box, Eardi Spirit, and Damnation] 
met with a mixed reception being either 
condemned as outright pornography or 
praised as dramatic lectures in sex-education. 
Wedekind, of course, was an Important 
member of what later became known as the 
German Expressionist Movement and draws 
freely upon tiie romantic excesses of 
women in love 
Nicholas Langton 
Women in- Love directed by Ken Russet, and 
at the Paris Theatre, is a beautifully made 
and almost satisfying film. I say 'almost 
satisfying' because it has perhaps attempted 
too much, and therefore must ultimately 
fail. Having not read the original novel by D. 
H. Lawrence, I cannot make comparisons 
with this film, if indeed such comparisons 
are valid. I suspect they are not Film is a 
medium in Its own right with its own 
conventions, fonm and language, and can in 
no .way be judged In literary terms. Suffice 
to say that 1 think Ken Russel's film is more 
essentially Lawrentian than any of the 
previous adaptations. 
The film is concerned with five separate 
personalities and their interrelationships, but 
the complexity of these makes it very 
difficult for the film to do more than sketch 
and indicate, and evoke moods and feelings 
in an attempt to convey the essence of 
individual characters. For characters, more 
than anything else, is what the film is about. 
Hence we have a series of set pieces 
throughout the film which reveal aspects of 
character's personalities, rather than explor-
ing them in depth. 
Russel's images are clean and clear, and 
throughout the film is visually interesting 
and at times exciting, particularly Gerald 
Critch's death in the snow; a shot of Gudrun 
Brangwen dancing beside a lake; and the 
entire wrestling sequence. (This was specially 
well done, visually very powerful, with a 
minimum of fancy camera effects. The 
whole thing looked so natural and real, 
largely because of the performance of the 
actors, that it hardly deserved the publicity 
it received overseas. Thank Christ our 
censors weren't put off by a bit of male 
genitalia.) Russel never clutters his frame, 
but seems to prefer to concentrate on one 
aspect of his visual range, Consequentiy, the 
images are simple rather than ornate, 
involving littie multiplicity of frame com-
position, superlmposition of symbolic im-
ages etc. This seems to me to enhance the 
mood and inevitably the power, of the film. 
The baroque would hardly be a suitable style 
for capturing the marrow of a D. H. 
Lawrence story. 
I must mention here two of .the .few overtly 
"clever" images in the film, one of which 
worked, one of which didn't. In the first a 
quick fade from the drowned, mud-smeared 
bodies of Gerald's brother and sister, to the 
love-making, mud-smeared bodies in identi-
cal position, of Rupert and Ursula effec-
tively says all one could hope to say about 
the situation. On the other hand a scene 
where Rupert and Ursula, in a post-marital 
(typically Lawrence!) ecstasy of sensuality 
go for a naked stroll in the woods, is done 
complete with dewey soft-focus, with the 
camera turned on its side so that the couple 
walk from the bottom of the screen to the 
top. The reasons for this are to me quite 
incomprehensible, and at that point 1 began 
to think that this at-one-ness with nature 
was overdone. The film would have been 
much better without it. 
The sexual symbolism is often very obvious. 
When Gudrun, eyes aflame, dances an erotic 
dance to a herd of cattie, no-one (1 hope!) 
believes that she is interested In the cattie as 
such. It is their sensual primality and 
dangerous unpredictability which excites 
her, gives her some of the primitive 
satisfaction she is unable to find in her 
human relationships. Likewfise Rupert Bir-. 
kin's, .frenzied .flight .into the coufitryside, 
and his almost obsessive caressing of His 
Panizza, the lyricism ot Uuchner, and the 
strange almost pathological violence of 
Strindberg. Something of all these elements 
come through Trabble's current production 
of Spring's A wakening. 
There is indeed, a strange violence to be 
found as well as some unexpected and 
delightful comic Telief-'m the'scenes with' 
Melchior's school masters. But what presum-
ably is supposed to be lyrical or romantic in 
the play often turns into cliche-ridden 
melodrama. As a result Geoff Rush and his 
fellow school-masters, with the aid of some 
hidden cosmetic genius, virtually steal the 
production away from Wedekind's attempt 
to show elsewhere in the play that 
'children . . . suffer immeasurably more 
deeply than adults'. The school-master scene 
is so good that we are left wondering 
whether it is part of the same play. 
Nevertheless Gaye Poole, Ross Eldridge and 
Greg McCart managed their more difficult 
parts with a reasonable amount of compet-
ence, if not distinction. However, they are 
more or less handicapped as individual 
performers by the dream-logic operating 
behind the construction of any expressionist 
play. Or put it anoUier way-plays of the 
nature of Spring's Awakening demand more 
from a director than they do from the actors 
as a whole. Wedekind's piece was in itself, a 
remarkable production for the eighteen-
nineties but after a long half-century of 
theatrical experimentation offers us nothing 
really new. Hopefully Trabble theatre's 
southern tour will meet the kind of success 
that at least their enthusiasm and initiative 
deserves. 
naked body with dew-covered fems and 
grass in a moonlit field, one of the few truly 
poetic moments of the film, was to me a 
beautifully idyllic expression of a gut desire 
to get back to basics (or rather his basics. 
Like all the characters in this film Rupert 
wants things purely on his own terms. It is a 
question of whose terms are relevant to 
you.) 
Glenda Jackson, in a truly sexy performance 
dominates the film, and gives more depth 
and life to the sensual Gudrun than any of 
the others are capable of. Alan Bates is good 
as the Lawrence figure (he even looks like 
him I) but it is a bit too much for any actor 
to bear the burden of being the mouthpiece 
for Lawrence's extremely idealistic but 
unfortunately sometimes half-baked philo-
sophies. Gerald is played by Oliver Reed 
who is extended far more tiian in any of his 
previous screen roles, but lacks the range to 
be really convincing, except in purely 
physical scenes where he is excellent I must 
also mention Eleanor Bron a consistently 
good actress, best known for her character 
roles in Helpl and Bedazzled whom is 
extremely good as the strange, pseudo-
mystical Hermione, The cast then is 
generally strong in particularly-difficult . • 
parts. 
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discipline 
On the 12th March 1971 two students were 
told by university officials that they were 
not allowed to hand out a leaflet addressed 
to university workers in the administration 
building. They were subsequentiy fined $S 
and $10 respectively and have now been told 
tiiat if they refuse to pay the fines they will 
be suspended. The following is the story of 
tiie adventure and a txxnment on its 
significance. 
THE STORY 
Imagine yourself at 8.30 p.m. on the ground 
floor of the J.D. Story Administration 
Building handing out leaflets to staff 
workers. Along comes a man with a benign 
~ grin and^ays.to you "not in here old boy". 
You might well have wondered what 
perverted mischief you were presumed to be 
intending. Then, if on tiie other hand, you 
^ realized that person to be a well knovvn 
university figure, notorious for his belief in 
love, peace and the liberal way you might 
have immediately determined tiie reason for 
the old boying. Here you were virtually 
caught with your pants down handing out 
leaflets in the sacred heart of the university 
and the Vice Chancellor himself had caught 
you. His utterences were in reality a serious 
reference to the fact that you were breaking 
a holy site by-law. You may well have 
expressed at least some dismay believing that 
your actions were hardly in the order of 
wreaking havoc or disrupting the normal 
activities of the university. In fact you might 
have legitimately said in a fit of revolu-
tionary extremism-PlSS OFF. (In tiie true 
and unabridged story the obscenity did not, 
unfortunately, sully the grey building). 
The excitement did not end there. Although 
tiie old boyer had decided that he preferred 
life a few floors up, he sent down two other 
elders, tiie Registrar and Deputy Registrar to 
go forth and recite the well-rehearsed 
•i incantations about reasonable orders to 
vacate their demilitarized zone (for the 
cynical-their kindergarten). All this 
having transpired one could either have felt 
sadly amused or ready for the psychiatrist's 
couch. At least one could have legitimately 
considered that encountering such childish 
activities at 8.30 in the morning was 
punishment enough but the vvritten pro-
nouncements were yet to be delivered. 
(Before restating the contents of this 
friendly communique from the administra-
tion let me say that the preceeding 
paragraphs are merely a roundabout way .of 
hinting to women's liberation that there is 
already a building on the campus that could 
fairly be described as a child-minding 
centre.) 
The letter read " . . . you ar? charged that 
you were guilty of misconduct in that being 
a student of the university, you did on the 
morning of Friday 12th March refuse to 
leave a building of the university upon being 
reasonably directed by a senior officer of the 
university to leave i t . . . 
"The Vice Chancellor has appointed Pro-
fessor E. C. Webb to enquire into the 
allegation of misconduct set out above and 
deputised the said Professor Webb to take 
action pursuant to Section 9 of Statute 13 in 
the event of his finding you were guilty of 
the said misconduct" 
THE TRIAL 
The trial in the following week provided the 
normal amount of amusement. 
Everyone was very prim and proper and the 
stendard of sheer intellectual brilliance 
emanating from the administration officials 
confirmed the belief, of those being tried, 
that the university was the sludge hole they 
thought it was. Where else in the Western 
World would you find the "leaders" of the 
academic community arguing such profound 
position like "an order was reasonable 
because a site law had deemed the conduct 
of the accused illegal". One could at least 
have hoped that for a man (who boasts that 
he has spent all his life at university) a little 
more profound defence of his actions would 
have been articulated tiian to simply say that 
they were legal. The time when people 
equated legality automatically with reason-
ableness had, niavely as it turns out, felt to 
have been passed. Despite repeated attempts 
to ascertain whether the leafleting of the 
administration constituted a disruption, a 
PROPOSED SYMPOSIUM 
ON THE ROLE OF THE 
UNIVERSITY 
The organising committee hopes that this wiU be held in 
mid-June. One session will be entitled "My Concept of 
the University." ' 
Invitations are extended to ail who are interested in. 
speaking to get in touch with the Deputy Registrar.^^ 
A brief written synopsis should be submitted by Monday, 
19th April. 
dishonourable action; a threat to freedom 
etc. all that elicited in defense of the 
administration was that, it was the law-the 
law-the law. Yossarian would have turned 
over in his grave. 
Perhaps this is one of the few times we couW 
have felt light hearted about the discipliriary 
situation on this campus. Last year, beslr'^ s 
the innumerable minor penalities for vario\i» 
acts of misconduct that were not consistant 
with the officially stated "good name and 
good repute of the university", two students 
were suspended for a year and one person 
has been told that he is in the general 
category of undesirable and therefore is not 
allowed onto the university site. The two 
students suspended were Mark Georgiou and 
Dick Shearman, both left activists and botii 
involved with quite a few others in the 
gutter press (Courier Mail, Telegraph and 
Sunday Truth) were screaming for blood. At 
a time when the whole establishment had 
become utterly dismayed at the situation 
within Australian universities. Dismayed 
because universities had been set up and 
invested in for "the development of human 
capital" (Words to this effect are used in the 
official government statement on University 
Education in the Martin Report). The 
university was to function for the develop-
ment of technicians of production (engine-
ers, chemists, scientists), technicians of 
consumption (those acquiring skills relevant 
to the manipulation of human needs tiirough 
advertising etc.) and technicians of consent 
(lawyers, teachers and otiiers were to ensure 
that establishment authority figures were 
defied and present values respected). The 
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"Quang incident". I haven't got time to go 
into the rights and wrongs of the protest 
(except to say it was right). Briefly, a group 
of anti-war demonstrators prevented an 
official Ambassador of the Soutii Viet-
namese government from leaving the Relaxa-
tion Block. The man was not touched 
physically and after some brief period he 
sailed forth from campus to spread more 
official lies about the Vietnam War. 
The two students were suspended basically 
for bringing "the good name of the 
university into disrepute". Discipline 
becomes an issue of power. Who determines 
what "good name" is, who has the power to 
exclude students? 
The suspensions came at a time when the 
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clash of opposites was Inevitable. Radical 
students and staff were to challenge this 
function and to question the assumptions of 
what the "good name of the university" 
meant. 
Many were prepared to argue that the good 
name of the university could be judged by 
the quality and quantity of people engaged 
in movements for radical social change in the 
university and outside. 
The establishment-business, government 
off icials, and university administra-
tors-would not and could not accept this. 
But it was not just a conflict of ideals. They 
had the power to stop "undesirables" like 
Mitch Thompson ""from coming on campus 
because he was involved in general radical 
activity. They had suspended the two 
students for their activity. 
The recent discipline Issue is just another 
example of a clash of views about the 
definitions of "misconduct", and "reason-
able orders". In the light i t poses the serious 
problem. Is everyone in this university going 
to determine tVie basis of its institutional 
relationships or are we to leave in the hands 
of tiie administration to stand over us like 
dogs pissing on newly layed grass? 
Jim Prentice. 
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dear dave, zel, jo et al 
abortion 
Dear Rob, 
Re. Paul Tully's letter (S.F. No.2), the 
Government's role is not that of moral 
guardian. Concern generally for human life is 
not, in any case, of the absolutist nature of 
Paul Tully's abortion concern. The principle 
of killing for expediency is already accepted 
(protection, defence etc.), even where there 
is doubt (e.g. Vietnam). Abortion itself 
already has qualified legality. For a man to 
suggest that women want expansion of that 
legality simply "to lead a carefree life" is 
callous; real stress is involved, as he would 
find if he checked it out. 
The criterion set by the following two 
intuitions (mine) is basic to the mood 1 am 
trying to project in this matter: 1) that 
reality as such, however deeply it may be 
extended into the abstract realms of 
speculation, reaches its sharpest focus in that 
vvhich is actual and immediate; 2) that 
priority and precedence in human concern 
belong naturally to this most intense level of 
reality, i.e, to the actual and immediate 
event. » ' 
Sorry-I can't demonstrate the objective 
truth of the above, so there is no compulsion 
on anybody not accepting such premises to 
feel the same kind of concern (1 am not 
concerned here with "negative" reasons for 
law reform-unenforcibility etc.). 
t intend to bring Vietnam Into it again. 
Some might prefer to forget Vietnam. I am 
not going to let them. 
Actual and immediate suffering waits for no 
man-or woman. That's a fact. And it is not 
the up-to-twelve-weeks-old (please note, P. 
T.) foetus, nor some future irreverent 
society, that suffers at this moment-it is the 
victim of an existing society short on 
human feeling who suffers; neither are there 
any future enslaved generations paying a 
dread price as I type this-there are 
bewildered Vietnamese children and old 
people cowering away from the bombs that 
fall today and tomorrow and . . . These too 
are facts. There is both time and oppor-
tunity for a hundred rational ways and means 
other than bombs and "busts", to be 
brought to the challenge of the ifs and buts 
that haven't happened yet. Expediency and 
reality ought to coincide, in this context. 
Let's get our priorities straight, and worry 
first about the actual things. For the 
contingencies there is time enough-and 
ways and means undreamed of in this system 
of institutionalized selfishness boasting the 
name o f liberalism. As for the "innocence" 
of the foetus (what, I suspect, the "anti's" 
are really wprried about), that is purely an 
academic argument as I tried to point out 
previously. 
Eric Crosswell 
PASADOISINA 
Coffee Lounge 
Open for lunch and evenings, 
6 "p.m. - 2 a.m. 
Indooroopilly 
Dear Sir, 
Paul Tully (on abortion) at first seems to be 
on the beam-but he just doesn't illuminate 
anything. Of course it is fundamental to 
understand the definition of life, but it is 
also necessary to understand tiie nature of 
definition. Like, firstiy, a definition will 
depend on what you want to use it 
for-repression, destmction, or just plain 
trying to balance the sense of things. And 
secondly, why do you expect a definition to 
be a knife-edge, black-or-white sort of thing? 
J/Vhen you're dealing with life only, a 
Tcase-hardened bureaucrat would ,.ima'gine 
'that it would really turn out like that Look 
at the confusion the doctors are in when 
they try to define the exact moment of 
"death". 
I would propose that any sensible definition 
of life would take into account the factor of 
simply being able to continue living, given 
reasonable conditions, including interaction 
with other separate entities. Certainly this 
situation doesn't exist at conception but it 
does exist a long time before birth. To use 
either conception or birth as a definition of 
"l i fe" is equally futile, it seems to me, and 
moreover such definitions don't work 
because they lead to an unnecessary number 
of double binds or blind alleys. 
Of course my proposed definition lacks the 
advantage of ai-'^ i^trary clarity. It would be 
quite compatible with advocating a much 
easier policy on abortion in the first four 
months of pregnancy. If a woman has 
assumed enough responsibility for the 
potential child to carry on as far as that 
then abortion at a later date should probably 
be no easier than it is at the present. 
Finally, 1 would suggest that Paul Tully's 
view simply refuses to recognise the 
distinction between the potential and the 
actual. If you extend this into other fields it 
seems a pretty disastrous sort of mistake to 
make. In the field under discussion, ignoring 
the distinction between the potential and 
the actual would seem logically to lead to 
grounds for banning contraception. Once 
again, just what do you want to use your 
definition for? 
G. Fardell, Economics. 
RIOT 
Slowly the dissenters move 
Down the main street. 
The cops 
wait. 
They begin chanting slogans 
Trying to summon courage. 
The cops 
wait 
They brandish flags and placards 
And sit down. 
The cops 
warn. 
The demonstrators close ranks 
Ready for the fray. 
The cops 
charge. 
Heads are split, blood taints 
The polluted air 
The cops 
arc supposed to 
Be the protectors of people's rights. 
Dissent is a right, so 
Who are the cops? 
Harold Thornton 
As editor of "Orientation '71 Handbook" t 
feel I must answer some of the criticism 
levelled at me and my publication over the 
last three weeks-mostly by David Lewis, 
Zelman Cowen and Jo Bjeike Petersen. 
Lets stari with dear Dave. 
Mr. David Lewis is known throughout the 
Uni as a fine upstanding gent in black, a 
purveyor of all things good and tme. He has 
accused me of refusing to include any 
"political" articles which did not agree with 
my line of thought (which Mr. Lewis will tell 
you is left-wing-but I'm still wondering) in 
my handbook. If he is making this claim 
with regard to himself then I suggest that he 
has forgotten a conversation between him 
and myself. He approached me and asked if 
the "Democratic" Club had sent anything in 
to be published whereupon 1 said they 
hadn't. He then instructed me to include the 
paragraph on the club which appeared In 
1970 handbook. He did this, from what 1 
catj^ gather from the conversation, for the 
• Toilowing reasons:— 
(1) the club was very small and bad few 
active members (he said six) 
(2) few people interested (1 often 
wonder why) 
(3) he had neither the time nor the 
inclination to write a new article on 
his club. If Mr. Lewis had asked me 
' if hie could write a larger article for 
his club I would have said yes (1 
had put a limit of 250 words on 
club articles but whenever I was 
approached by members of various 
clubs to see if the article could be 
longer I had always said yes). 
Consequently, when 1 was ap-
proached by a member of ROC and 
later RSSA about longer articles, I 
kept to this same "rule". 
Allied with Mr. Lewis' personal accusation I 
suppose,, is the fact that Mr. Rod Hamilton 
(of our famed and glory covered Queensland 
University Regiment-our own toy soldiers) 
asked me whether an article on Q.U.R. 
would get printed. 1, at first, said no (Doug 
Jones can swear to that) but later relented 
saying yes—because it was going to be 
followed by an anti-war article from ROC 
(will Doug Jones swear to that-he was 
there). Strangely enough, no article was 
forthcoming from our Mr. Hamilton-
obviously not wanting to show how easily he 
could smite down the anti-war arguments. 1 
have also been criticised by the late Mr. 
Doug Jones for the placing of a picture of 
fellow dictators (Mussolini and Hitier) on 
the same page as his Liberal Group. It looks 
as if the truth does hurt. Purely an editorial 
comment, my boy. 
As for my good cobber Zelman Cowen, he 
feels that I have, to say the least stabbed 
him in the back. He has called my handbook 
"not appropriate"-apparently to "be ap-
propriate" a handbook has to blindly follow 
the line of that Cowen lays down, (as 
previous handbooks have done)-evidence of 
this is his "Welcome to Freshers". His 
subsequent reaction to the answer shown on 
the opposite page, is nothing but an 
concerning the University and the problems 
which confront i t Allied with this Is his 
condemnation of the inclusion of articles 
which criticise specific University Depart-
ments and/or Faculties. They previously 
appeared in "Up The Right Channels"-
which our "Sacred Cow" conveniently (for 
his own position only) ignored. We still have 
the situation where Cowen condemns but 
does not answer. 
So Cowen, until you get past the stage of 
mere condemnation and reach that of 
critical analysis and answering, and until you 
finally realize that the 1971 Union cannot 
be manipulated by you and will not follow 
your line as Unions have in the past, I 
suggest you be silent and try to raise your 
standard to that of those people who are 
conscientiously trying to change this Univer-
sity. 
Now finally let me skip over to our dear 
Premier-upright and upstanding (no per-
sonal bias in his words) as ever a person 
could be. 
I wish to say that the four 
articles on sex consisted of 
(1) "Sex and the single Student" a 
copy of the article in Orientation 
Handbook 1971 that had been 
updated and corrected by Or, 
Murray Williams-Uni Health Ser-
vice. 
(2) A legitimate survey done by medi 
cal students from Herston concern 
ing sexual behaviour and habits of 
two sections of the campus-the 
engineers who are the "camp' 
part-the' med studes who are "us" 
(3) & (4) "Sexual Bragging" and "Sex 
for Non Sexual reasons" written by 
two of the foremost people in the 
world doing research into sexual 
behavioural patterns. 
There may be then, 
some question as to whether these sort of 
articles should be included in an Orientation 
Handbook. It is my opinion (and that of 
others) that they belong in such a 
publication in preference to other University 
publications because tiie purpose of such a 
book is-not~orily--to-ori8ntaw^-stutrems 
merely to an Administrative institution such 
as the University, but also to introduce and 
acquaint them with the prevalent ideas and 
modern approach on all subjects-whether it 
be sex or peanuts. 
The question now is to discern just what 
parts of the book Cowen was thinking about 
when he called i t . "inappropriate", and 
further still, when Petersen called it "puerile 
rubbish". Was it the information sections 
which were revised from those printed the 
previous year? (After all there was no outcry 
last year so it probably wasn't that section) 
Was it the large section on clubs (more than 
ever before) the Schonell theatre. A.U.S. 
(larger, more informative than those pre 
viously) or Abschol (that is a possibility)? 
Was it the section on sex? (Perversion at its 
best if it was). Or was it, Cowen and 
Petersen, the large section devoted to the 
problems of this University and society? If it 
was Jo Bjelke-Petersen, Zelman Cowen, then 
I would not like to talk with you about 
puerility, sincerity, truthfulness or reality. 
The same, 1 would say, applies to Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Jones and a lot of people concerned 
with the Union, the University and Parlia-
ment (both parties). 
Had I written in the book that the 
University is a grand place, that Cowen and 
Petersen are good guys really, that the 
University has no real internal problems, 
that the University should not be concerned 
with its role in society 
then I 
would have been a good guy too and no 
complaints would have been forth com ing-
Oh so "appropriate". But if I had done that 
Messrs. L. C. and P. then this year's 
handbook would have been, like so many 
other documents published by previous 
Unions, the Administration and Govern 
ments, just a worthless load of crap. Lets 
hope my book put a bit more realism into 
the fantasy world in which'Messrs. L. C, P, 
etalia live. 
Peter Armstrong 
T l ' . 
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